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1) oFAJollZr]E|(Asian Barometer Surveys 2002, 2005, 2010, 2014)¢} =z
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(The Philippine Star 2019/1/1).
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Inquirer 2018/5/2).

THEH AHo] oo} e w7t = wbd A 53] AH A=
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3l 2.9%2] oF F ol sigahe, 2008 d A 2§ 7] Wl 8.2%=
7153 ol HaXeta H3ith FEH|2H F¥= 201895 =71 4
SE 535 2-4%=E 2 vl QUth ADBE= V1 e 4 Yo
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o 13 37, 18] FHZE AR AHAE FAHCE 3 AA
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<Abstract>

The Philippines 2018:

Concentration of Political Power, Challenging Economy and
Independent Foreign Policy

KIM Dong—Yeob
(Busan University of Foreign Studies)

In 2018, Philippine politics, economy, and international relations can
be summarized as ‘concentration of political power, challenging
economy and independent foreign policy.” In domestic politics, the
concentration of political power centered on President Duterte was
prominent. By claiming strong leadership, the Duterte government has
brought many social changes that have not been achieved in any previous
administrations. In terms of economy, the Philippines experienced a
challenging year but still achieved a GDP growth rate of 6% among many
adversary circumstances. The Duterte government adopted the state-led
economic development strategy with the character of the ‘strong state’
that is the core of the East Asian development model. In foreign relations,
through the practical and independent foreign policy the Duterte
government has attracted enormous investment from China, and has
achieved diplomatic results that set pride up to the United States. There is
a view that democracy is retreating and authoritarianism is resurrected to
the Philippines under the Duterte government. However, given the fact
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that democracy may difficult to be deepening in a country, which is
suffering from a serious socioeconomic inequality, a different point of
view could be possible. If the ‘strong state’ model of the Duterte
government promotes economic development and successfully reforms
the deeply rooted socioeconomic structure of inequality, it may act
positively in the long term to consolidate democracy in the Philippines.

Key Words: The Philippines, President Duterte, strong state,
authoritarianism, democracy






