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Vietnam war from a vanquished soldier’s perspective :
Thang Ba Gay Sang (In March, broken rifles)

Emmanuel Poisson. Université de Paris - IFRAE

Introduction :

In parallel with my research on the bureaucracy in Vietnam, I carry out for 6 years a work of
translation into french of texts of contemporary Vietnamese literature. Indeed, many of these
texts are of historical, sociological as well as stylistic interest. Even if I am not a specialist of
Vietnam war. I think they are very valuable books about it. Nevertherless it is necessary to
read and translate records especialy vietnamese records of the war. Indeed, the Vietnam War
continues to be written only from the American point of view. The same is true of movies, as
shown by the recent documentary film directed by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, which offers
a biased view of the war. Almost all the images are taken from American archives and the
filmmakers are only interested in the American actors of the war (officers, soldiers, diplomats,
politicians). As for Viet Nam, the history of this war has long relied on official writings alone.
Of course, great texts were published as, "Mua h¢ do ltra » from Phan Nhat Nam (1972), Giai
khdin s6 cho Hué from Nha Ca, (1969). the private journal of Dang Thuy Tram. But I am
perticularly interested by Bao Ninh and cao Xuan Huy’s books'. Both of them are released
from official southern and northern "heroism". Both of them views war from the bottom. « In
March, broken rifles » (Thang Ba Gay Sung) hasn’t been translated into french (nore in
english) which is a really pity. It is a fascinating from both psychological and stylistic point of

view.

I. Cao Xuan Huy : a small biography

Cao Xuan Huy was born in 1947 in Béc Ninh. He is the son of Cao Nhi, editorial secretary of
the magazine Sdng Tao and a member of Nhdn Vin Giai Phdm (The Nhdn Vin group
consisted of the dissident North Vietnamese intellectuals from 1955-58). In 1954 he left

Hanoi for the South because of the social origin of his mother. Indeed, his maternal

1 Bio Ninh, Néi buon chién tranh (The Sorrow of war), 1990.
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grandfather was the victim of a public denounciation (ddu t6) during the agrarian reform

because he was a teacher and was fluent in french.

In 1968 he joined the south-viethamese Marines (Thuy Qudn Luc Chién Viét Nam Céng hoa)
At the end of March 1975, he was taken prisoner at Thudn An mouth. He was then a
lieutenant. He was interned until September 1979 in several re-education camps. Three years
later he clandestinely left Vietnam and settled in southern California where he wrote his
memoirs. He became editor of the magazine Van Hoc.

In 1985 he published memoirs “In March, broken rifles” (Thang Ba Gay Sung). In 2002, he

returned to Hanoi to visit his father and where he met the writer Bao Ninh. He died in 2010.
II. Why did Cao Xudn Huy chose the title “In March, broken rifles” ?

The meaning of « In marsh » is clear (marsh 1975).
What does Cao Xuan Huy mean by broken rifles ?

Thdng Ba thi moi ngudi dd rd, con Gdy Stung, téi muén néi Ién mét diéu dau ldng cho
nhirng théing linh cdm sung, khdu sung mé& khéng cdé dan thi gid tri khéng béng mét
khic cui muc, chinh téi dé dén dai déi xung phong Ién chiém muc tiéu ma chi bdn
bdng mdm. Sting cta chting téi cé phdi la dé bj bé gdy khéng khi ma van cd thé tiép té

dan cho chung téi dé ching téi chién déu? Ai dé bé géy sing cia ching téi?

(Something painful for the soldiers who had no more bullets for their rifles, rifles that
were no longer worth more than a rotten branch, | myself led to the assault my
squadron but our shots were fictitious. We were waiting to be supplied with

ammunition to go to battle? Who broke our rifles?)

Cao Xudn Huy chose the title “broken rifles” for this reason.
II1. What about the book itself ?

Cao Xuan Huy says his book is not a novel but memoirs. He says that he was never a writer "I

am only a soldier, a soldier who is fighting (/inh tdc chién)" (...) I write things in which we,
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soldiers, have directly taken part but no one had written, while many people wrote stories on

the battlefield without participating in any combats.

He enlisted in the army not by anti-communism but because he was young, impetuous, in

search of strong sensations.
The main topics of the book are :
1) The responsability

He doesn’t shift the blame onto the US government for the defeat. If the responsibility lies
with the senior officers of the South Vietnamese army themselves, Cao Xuan Huy does not

exonarate their subordinates.

I (...) thought that those who had stabbed the back of the fighters were guilty, but
that the fighters who offered their leader their back for them to plant their dagger

were also guilty. This triggered a need for me to write this story.

2) The lack of concern

Cao Xudn Huy is sincere, honest. He doesn’t relieve himself for his own responsability. At
the beginning of the text, he writes that he was much more often in the bars (drinking alcohol
with girls) than on the battlefield because he was convinced that the US would’snt leave
Vietnam. He tried as much as possible to extend his military leaves in Saigon. He only
gradually realised the danger, the advance of the North Vietnamese army and the communist

guerrillas.

3) Anger

He is angry with his bosses. He considers them traitorous because they have abandoned their
troops. They did not supply them while "arms and food were sufficient for Cao Xuan Huy’s
batallion to last three months" .

They prepare no plans for withdrawal.

A0} SEOIAOF XA |

65



1 2019 BIRSHOfEE] =TSl

But when my two big chiefs who were the colonel, chief of brigade, and the
lieutenant colonel, assistant-chief of brigade, at the head of four battalions and
subordinate units — that is to say about four thousand people — in a very critical
situation, fled without further ado (every man for himself), a feeling of implacable

hatred suddenly overwhelmed me.

Currently, throughout the Quang Tri-Thira Thién area, how many small units were
doing their duty while their chiefs were cushy in Da Nang or Sai Gon. Let us staple on
the uniform of these chief the medal of bravery with of willow branch (first-class i.e.).
In fact, it seems useless to ask because usually these medals were stapled quickly and

in large numbers on the chest of guys who had never fought.

Why should we fight until death, whereas so many chiefs had cleared out with their
model family (v’ dep con khén) and thei money earned from petty and dishonest
practises. They wouldn’t get rid of them, not really ? But then thinking to fight until
death did not make any sense. Die to obtain at most a few crocodile tears, a

worthless medal, false eulogies, and what else. You bastards !
4) Gritty and brutal realism

War according Cao Xuan Huy as Bao has no high purpose (neither « Crusade for freedom »,
nor « Giai phong dén toc »). It is a very raw description, without mask, (Cao Xuan Huy often
use slang : “Lénh cdi con cdc” ..., “cut me”, “Dd ché md”, “.. lam dugc cdi me gi”, “... By
me”). It takes a bestial form. I think Cao Xudn Huy’ memoires can also be compared with “Le
Feu: journal d'une escouade™ (Under Fire: The Story of a Squad) by Henri Barbusse (1916).
This text was based on Barbusse's experiences as a French soldier on the Western Front

during the First World war.

The only person | could recognize was Diing, a first-class soldier who was both a
stretcher and a hairdresser in my squadron. Dling was siting leaning back against the
boat’s partition, his legs extended, his head vertically split in two, divided in two

nearly equal halves. Half of the skull had fallen down on the shoulder. His brains and
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blood had been thrown onto the boat’s rail. | recognized Diing in the name inscribed
on a part of his uniform that was not bloody and his hands whose nails were longer

than those of a girl.

Conclusion :

Beyond the political opposition (North / South) : the same experience of the war (Cao Xuan

Huy and Bao Ninh).
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The Contemporary Vietnamese Novel and Its

Formal Quests

Boan Cam Thi
(Institut des Langues et Civilisations Orientales, Paris)

Vietnam, during the last two decades of the twentieth century, has experienced the golden age of the
short-story, tale, story, poem - a genre able to quickly reflect the upheavals of the country. This success
was also due to the rise of the print media at the beginning of Renewal, a movement launched in 1986 by
the PCV under the influence of Perestroika. Thanks to its flexibility and conciseness, the short-story has
indeed found an ideal support in newspapers publishing, which, thanks to a growing public, provided
authors with a comfortable income.

Nevertheless a phenomenon is confirmed since the last ten years: the short-story seems to gradually
decline in favor of the novel. In the Novel Competition organized every four years by the Writers’ Union,
there were 176 novels in 2001, 200 in 2005, 247 in 2010, 170 in 2015. The short form does not seem to
satisfy the narrative pleasure of authors who have grown up with globalization. The return of genre is not
without a strong desire for innovation, closely linked to the conscience - otherwise justified - of the

inability of existing novelistic forms to question the new realities.

1. Writing as a literary theme

The contemporary novel often features a fictional writer who speaks about his writing and his
inspiration. How to write ? The question is now at the center of numbers of works. From this point of
view, Co hoi ciia Chita [A chance for God], written in 1999 by Nguyén Viét Ha, embodies a pioneering
approach. A major work on the youth of today who, faced with a material and moral stalemate, takes
refuge in exile, money, alcohol or death, A chance for God fascinates with the wealth of its subjects -
religion and disillusion, love and renunciation of happiness, friendship and vanity. But this novel seduces
above all by the plurality of "I", it’s art lies in the interlocking of the diaries of four heroes and heroines.
The reader is thus directly acquainted with the interiority of the characters without having to resort to the
narrator. Drawings on three different levels, their portraits are often subtle, sometimes contradictory. For
example, the Hoang character is seen by the all-knowing narrator, then by other protagonists, and finally
by himself.

Not only these characters but the facts are seen from different angles. The information provided by the
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all-knowing narrator and the diaries, complement each other, confront each other, sometimes contradict
each other. By this process, Nguyén Viét Ha destroys the linearity of time, characteristic of classical
works. The subjective gazes allow him to express a heterogeneous, open world, rich in mysteries and
uncertainty, as Hoang says: "The truth is a radical notion. An empty notion, just for some and false for
others. Where is the absolute truth?!) Hoang is also the character who goes the furthest in writing: he
composes literary texts. And this is the only area where he knows no failure, as if the failure of love was
essential to artistic success. One can read in the novel two inside short-stories where Hoang draws with
derision and tenderness the portraits of "wise men" like Zhuangzi and Huizi, while developing his
reflections on literature and his relation to the world.

Literature is thus constituted by its own speech. In T mat tich [T. has disappeared] by Thuén, the
narrator of the epilogue presents herself as the author of a novel aptly titled "T. has disappeared", before

fantasizing about her heroine T. while refusing to see her:

While the Dragon Air Airbus 330 was flying over the South Sea and then the East Sea between
Hong Kong and Saigon, I imagined a young woman sitting in the 40th rank, next to the right
window, in a plane that took off at the same time as mine, but from Charles-de-Gaulle. I named
it T. T. not to be confused with a flower, a perfume, snow, autumn, intelligence, harmony or any
Vietnamese female name. Anyway (...) T. raised her head but to lower it immediately, her face

still hidden behind her long black hair.2)

2. The body in the age of the internet

Perpetually in search of unknown subjects and new forms, the contemporary novel is also embodied by
Blogger by Phong Diép, published in 2008, where the Internet, hitherto confined in a simple role of means
of writing or dissemination, has become a true literary matter. Isolated by her provincial background,
sidelined by her colleagues, rejected by her fiancé, forced to commit abortion, the heroine of Blogger is a
young woman who leads a monotonous existence in Hanoi. To deceive her dismay, she navigates on the
Internet. Introverted in real life but recognized as a hot blogger, she succeeds in communication when it
does not involve a physical presence.

Everything happens as if her success was conditioned by the disappearance of her female body
perpetually harmed, victim of poverty, violent sexual acts, abortion, all the way to self-destruction since
she ends up committing suicide. The paradox of a Vietnam still marked by Confucianism and communism
burst forth in a harsh light, but now put to the test of the Web, which allows a certain form of freedom.

Blogger shows precisely that the latent schizophrenia in which his characters live originates from this

1) Nguyén Viét Ha, Co' hdi ciia Chiia, Hanoi : Nha xuat ban Van Hoc, 1999, p.214.
2) This « Prologue » only appears in the French version of this novel. See Thuén, 7. a disparu, translated into French by
Doan Cam Thi (Paris: Editions Riveneuve, coll. « Littérature vietnamienne contemporaine »), 2012, p. 223.
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permanent tension between the real and the virtual and that, worse, this disorder has no other way out than
death. So, do not be surprised that this novel, a place for questions about the digital world and its social
impact, takes the form of a blog with entries where the authors' confusion is greatest and whose titles are
taken from the internet vocabulary- "Blogger", "Copy and paste", "Chat 1", "Chat 2", "Comment",
"Entry". Here is an “entry”: the rhythm of the words is abrupt.

Steel horse [Ngua thép], is written in 2014, by a young novelist, Phan Hon Nhién, in which she
imagines a world where any limit between countries and continents would disappear. If the characters,
whatever their sex, travel incessantly, they remain nonetheless alone in front of their own body which is
perpetually hurt, victim of accident, illness, aging. In this novel, women do not want to give birth while
men die from an early and brutal death. In Phan Hon Nhién, more than a "spirit" or a "soul", the body
consciousness gives the human being the feeling of existing. His body is this attachment, this limit, this
primordial element of an identity that has become uncertain. While the characters have a rather vague civil
status, the author pays particular attention to their bodies as organic objects.

Often the "body" is used in Steel Horse to designate or even define an individual. "His body is turning
to me,"3) says Anna about Bach. "It's a calm body with a faint smell of antiseptic,"” San says when asked
to give the meaning of "father"; "As if the ten years that separated this body and mine did not exist".
Moreover, the characters evoke without deviation their own body and that of others. In defiance of the
codes of modesty, they say "my body", "your body", "your body", "our bodies". The word "body" (co thé)
appears one hundred and eighty-one times in the novel. On the other hand, we note the relative absence of
terms supposed to determine the intimate self such as "soul" (tAm hon), "heart" (trai tim), "mind" (tinh
than), "will" (ly tri). Nevertheless, while the characters of Steel Horse observe the slightest changes in
their bodies, they comment on them with such a distance that one would say a foreign organism: "I go on
tiptoe to the window (...) a face (which) appears on the wet pane. A faded, wrinkled face whose icy look
can no longer hide the ruin."

In counterpoint to the cascade of human body, Phan Hon Nhién draws up an immense gallery of
figurative images, composed of paintings, drawings, sculptures, photographs, fragments of film, postcards,
posters, exposing the body human, animal, vegetable. This original approach, which consists of
integrating visual art images into a literary text, fully contributes to its desire to expand the generic
boundaries of body representation. Close-up flowers by Georgia O'Keeffe (1887-1986) is an interesting
example. Bach, the main character, admires them in the museum dedicated to the artist's work in Santa Fe
- "flowers so sensual that it seemed as if they were breathing and their petals were moving on the very soft
surface of the canvas, dreaming of two luminescent bodies in this summer pool "- or on" Anne's printed
scarf "-" purple and blue O'Keeffe flowers "," O Keeffe petunias ". We recall that the genius of the
American artist was to move away from the classical representation of still life, using a narrow frame
allowing her to extract the flower of its utility in order to focus exclusively on its texture, its lines , its
shades of hues. Isolated, enlarged, its flowers become mysterious and charged with sensuality so powerful

that they cannot but evoke certain sexual organs. It goes without saying that the insertion of O'Keeffe's

3) Phan Hon Nhién, Ngua thép, Hochiminh : Nha xuét ban Tré, 2014. Quotations are from this edition
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works enriches Phan Hon Nhién's carnal writing with a new sensitivity.

These images offer another reading of the body, through this aesthetic of contrasts, between the human
and the vegetal, the animate and the inanimate, the real and the imaginary, the prosaic and the poetic. It is
essential to note that Phan Hon Nhién's attachment to O'Keeffe flowers is not due to any of their
"symbols". All the novel proves, on the opposite, that for its characters, these flowers refer above all to an

ideal of beauty, to art.

3. Writing and exile

Language work is at the heart of contemporary novelistic research. In Chinatown (2005) by Thuén, the
heroine, a Vietnamese stuck in a metro station in Paris because of a security alert, is carried away by
dreams, memories and fantasies, it is less to narrate a thrilling plot than to find an original form to her
story. The text here is without chapter or paragraph, and whose block has no other purpose than to restore
the flow of consciousness of the character, the novel opens with: "My watch indicates ten o'clock (...) the
subway stops" and closes on "We are still waiting for the special police who will examine the abandoned
luggage (...) My watch indicates noon."4) These two hours spent on the motionless rail are enough for the
narrator to lead us from one end of the planet to the other, from communist Hanoi to Moscow during
Perestroika, passing by Paris at the dawn of the twenty-first century. Outcome and ending, so many
fundamental criteria of the drama mechanism, are thus neglected in favor of the movement of thought.
Likewise, the accelerated pace of sentences juxtaposed without apparent link, reflects the precipitation of

the world as it appears in the mental labyrinth:

Vinh goes back to sleep on my shoulder. At twelve, he is as tall as Thuy when he was sixteen.
He's having lunch in the canteen. A plate of mashed potatoes. A steak. Two slices of ham. Two
pieces of cheese. Yogurt. Ice cream. Cake. Thuy was having lunch at home. Upon his return
from school, he cooked for him and his two younger sisters. Two servings of rice, a handful of
water cress, six shrimps. Vinh is as tall as Thuy when he was sixteen. Like Thuy, he has short
hair. Like Thuy, his eyes are slanted. His comrades call him Chinese. In the street, people call
him Chinese. In the Thirteenth arrondissement, they speak Cantonese. At school, Thuy was

called Chink.

Do Kh, meanwhile, gloats with words, multiplies his winks and sprinkles his text with references. In
Saigon Samedi which, written directly in French, features the metropolis of the South, one day in January
1975, at the end of the Vietnam War where rocket fire mixes with the music of the dancefloor, the author

evokes Celine - "this story, fortunately happens a lot during night", has fun with Duras and Ho Chi Minh:

4) Thuan, Chinatown, Da Nang : Nha xudt ban Da Néng, 2005. Quotations are from this edition.
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The Lover (we are going to call him that in homage to the Lady of Sa Dec), sailed the potholes
with the serenity that came with his well-cut mustache. Sign of distinction in a country where the
male population is beardless before reaching the revered rank of "Uncle", the man was in
civilian clothes, which was another significant status sign in a country where almost the entire

population male was in arms.>)

This humor mixed with casualness is to be interpreted as a desire to lift taboos and beyond, to shake up
the categories of poetics and prosaic, the noble and the vulgar. Do Kh. unvarnishes sex by joking with

Sartre:

You could have made her turn around during the dance (...) And put your hand directly on her
pussy! Give her hell, buddy!
- "That's what I should have done,” Hung sighed.

- But it was not meant for me. "Hell is other people »

We must read in this practice of intertextuality - in the broad sense of the term - that Thuan and Do Kh.
use with perfection, the desire to navigate between several languages, between different cultures. From
novel to novel, these writers of exile draw the new configuration of the world, as it has been since the end
of the cold war, the fall of the Soviet Union and the rise of China. In Kimer Bolero®), another novel by Do
Kh., two former immigrant lovers in Paris who meet again by chance in Bangkok, leave together towards
the east, towards Vietnam, without ever reaching it. Thuan's novels, on the other hand, are wandering
books as suggested by their titles - Chinatown, Saigon Elevator, T. has disappeared - where one strolls
between Hanoi, Saigon, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, Seoul. Everything happens as if for Thuan and Do Kh,
their characters had to leave not only Vietnam, homeland, but also France, the country of adoption.
Looking for a new world order? Unlikely because the latter is now off center, and they are aware because

their heroes are not nostalgic. In Thuén and Do Kh., the journey is never initiatory.

skskok

Thus, for contemporary Vietnamese authors, the quality of the work depends as much on its
composition, its sensitivity, its language as its subject. Thus, showing a fertile imagination, Vietnamese
writers turned literature into a magic performance. For them, more than a need, a duty, a deliverance or a
challenge, literature must be a game. The writing workshop is opened for the first time to the reader. The
fundamental questions - individual, society, history, exile or globalization - do not exclude, as we have

seen, formal experiments.

5) Do Kh., Saigon Samedi, Paris : Riveneuve Editions, 2014. Quotations are from this edition.
6) Do Kh., Khmer Bolero, Paris : Riveneuve Editions, 2013.
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AThE Bl=9] BX]9] B33 vIRl T2 ol gk Evs SV T & 5 ok
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Visions of Old Age among Indonesian Housewives

near Surabaya, Indonesia™
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(Assistant Professor, State University of Surabaya, Indonesia)

Introduction

In 2017, as the fourth most populous country in the world, Indonesia had a population of 261.89 million
(Badan Pusat Statistik, 2018a). Children below the age of five and the elderly made up 8.95 and 8.97 per
cent of the total population, respectively (Badan Pusat Statistik, 2017). This shows that the Indonesian
population is ageing. One estimate reports that the country’s elderly population will explode to almost 41
million in 2030 (Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2017). No doubt, providing such a large number of senior
citizens with adequate facilities, health care, care services, and decent housing will be a gigantic task.
Even today, many elderly have difficulty accessing such things.

The elderly have a tougher life to live than young adults do. For men and women, to grow old is to
experience multiple declines — economic, social, and physical. On retirement, people’s income plummets,
increasing the risk of falling into poverty (Kidd, Gelders, Rahayu, Huda, & Siyaranamual, 2018). In old
age, women tend to fare worse than men do. Since women’s old age tends to stretch longer than men’s,
elderly women are more likely to live a longer spouseless life than their male counterparts.

Contemporary Indonesia has more elderly women than it does elderly men. In 2012, for example,
women accounted for a greater proportion (54 percent) of the nationwide elderly population than men did
(46 percent), and the trend continues. The good news is that Indonesian women have higher life
expectancy. The bad news, however, is that if they suffer, they tend to suffer more and longer. Studies
show that Indonesian elderly women are at a greater risk of being neglected and descending into poverty
(see, for example, Maliki, 2018; Rezkisari, 2017). Elderly women’s poverty stems from several causes.
First, in their youth they had no chance to receive adequate education and acquire a lucrative skillset.
Non-participation in the labor force during adulthood leads to their having no pension in old age. As well,
Indonesian elderly women tend to suffer from gender- and age-based discriminations (Hasan, 2017).

The alarming situation of the Indonesia elderly has not received the kind of attention it deserves from
the state, the market, and the not-for-profit world. Nowadays, many of them have to rely for survival and

well-being on their next of kin. This pattern of response is risky in that people may be unable, or simply

* ROUGH DRAFT: DO NOT CITE WITHOUT AUTHOR’S PERMISSION
** nurchayati@unesa.ac.id
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unwilling, to care for ageing relatives. The task of managing old age is too heavy a burden for the family
to bear unaided.

This ongoing research addresses two major themes. Broadly speaking, it explores the interplay between
care practices and care regime for the elderly in contemporary urban Indonesia. More specifically, it
examines looks into the ways and the reasons that suburban homemakers from middle-class and
lower-middle class backgrounds interpret, imagine, and manage old age, both their own and that of others.
It also considers the implications of these women’s interpretations and actions for the kinds of
corresponding policymaking that the state, the private sector, and the not-for-profit world should do if the
nation is serious about ensuring that its elderly citizens have a decent life now and in the future.

The focus on lower-middle-class and middle-class women in suburban East Java is justified by four
considerations. First, women make up more than half of the country’s elderly population. Second,
structurally speaking, members of the lower-middle and middle classes have a better chance to exercise
their agency in shaping their lives than do their lower-class counterparts. Third, the suburban world is
increasingly becoming the place that members of these social strata can afford to live. Fourth, with the
elderly accounting for 12.16 of its total population, the East Java, to which Surabaya and its surrounding
suburbs belong, is among the five provinces in the country already undergoing population ageing (Badan
Pusat Statistik, 2017; Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2017).

Using field-research method, and collecting my data through participant-observation and in-depth
interviews, this study examines a group of fifteen middle-class and lower-middle-class housewives living
in a housing complex in one of the suburbs of Surabaya, the capital city of East Java. Of these, all do not
participate in the labor force. By age, they range from twenty-nine to fifty-four. By education, five
attended primary school only, seven completed high school, and three are university graduates. They have
been married for six to twenty-eight years. Most have a husband who works in the private sector. Two are

married to a civil servant. Only one has a husband from the military.

Some Preliminary Findings

Don't give a thought about old age

In most cases, the informants choose to not even think about old age, focusing instead on the here and
now. The underlying view is that the future (including old age) is not theirs to even try to see. It is God’s
prerogative to do so and God knows what is best for them when they are old. The following quotation

from one of the informants is typical of the whole group’s attitude:
I never think about [old age]. I just live one day at a time. God willing, I will have health,

physical and mental, and faith in Islam. So I just live, making a living. I leave it to Allah [God]
to take care of my old age. If I think too much about it, I am afraid God will have different plans
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for me. (Ratna, personal communication, July 5, 2019)

Another informant, the 40-year-old Anggun, who recently married off her daughter, said empathically
that she is “not old enough” to start thinking about her old age. Still another informant, Sofia, a woman in
her early thirties, was a rather phobic about the topic, trying to avoid it like a plague. She said, “I don’t

want to have any conversation about it.”

The Absence of Old Age Savings Plan

Most women in this study reported that they have no savings plan for old age. Their husband’s income
only allows them to cover daily needs, pay for their children’s education, and transportation costs. Even if
they are able to save money, the amount is just too small. Those whose husband works as a civil servant
or in the military depend on the pension they will receive when their husband retires. Those whose
husband works in the private sector rely on a one-off, lump-sum pension that their husband gets, upon
retirement, from his employer. They will use the pension as a start-up capital. Some depend on a plot of
land in their village of origin that they stand to inherit from their parents. More than half of the informants

leave the management of the family’s income to their husband.

Sedentary Lifestyle

One of the contributing factors to active ageing is good physical health. To stay fit in old age, people,
while still young, must engage in “regular, moderate physical activity,” for it can slow down functional
declines and promote mental health (World Health Organization, 2002, p. 23). This study discovers,
however, that all the informants lead a sedentary life. They cited as reasons that doing daily chores leaves
them with no time and energy anymore to engage in physical exercise. They believe that doing daily
chores is equivalent to doing sport. One informant reported that lately she and her husband have been
engaging in light physical exercise on weekends as a response to recent health check results showing that

she suffers from gout.

Unfavorable Attitude toward Institutional Care

In general, there is a contradictory attitude toward institutional elderly care. On the one hand, it has
become harder and harder for the family alone to bear the whole burden of elderly care. And to care for
their elderly members, many Indonesian lower and lower-middle-class families do need assistance from
the state, the private sector, the community, and NGOs. On the other hand, many Indonesians still view
old people’s homes as a place to “dump” the elderly.

In line with this general tendency in the Indonesian society, most of my informants took a negative
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view of retirement homes (panti jompo).D It never occurs to them that they will, one day, live in such an
institution. They even have pity on those who now live there. One informant felt that to have to live in old
people’s home is to have a disaster or to be exiled. In justifying their negative attitude toward institutional
care for the elderly, most of my informants cited moral and practical reasons. They argued that it is
immoral for people to send their ageing parent/parents to the retirement home. Since parents took care of
the children from infancy to adulthood, it is now the children’s obligation to care for their ageing parents.
My informants also maintained that elderly care involves activities that are not only physically exhausting
but also disgusting, even for family members, never mind strangers, such as nurses and other elderly care
professionals. Disgust, they thought, may prevent these professionals from treating the elderly well.

If, of their own accord, elderly Indonesians go to live in the retirement home, they will run the risk of
being labeled as “egotistic” or being accused of “preventing their children from expressing filial love.”
One of my informants even went so far as to pass this judgment: “Such people have no self-respect. They
don’t know what it means for children to love their parents. They are just selfish” (Lenny, personal

communication, July 3, 2019).

Children as Old Age Social Security

In the eyes of some of my informants, children constitute a kind of social security for old age. As one of
them put it: “One day I said to my husband, ‘We are not young anymore. We better start thinking about
how we can prepare for our old age. What if we to start saving money for it?””” In response, the husband
said, “Why bother? Haven’t we spent so many years raising the kids? When we are old, it will be their
turn to care for us” (Prapti, personal communication, November 2018). Similar mentality has been found
to exist in Africa in the early 1990s (Hesseling, 1994). This finding suggests that the attitude might be

typical of societies in developing countries.
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The Flaneur as Producer of Popular Culture:
The Case of Teguh Esha in New Order Jakarta

Sony Karsono*

(History Department, Sejong University)

Introduction

The oil boom years of 1974-1982 saw an explosion of popular culture in New Order Jakarta,
“electrifying” the lives of countless young Indonesians in and beyond the capital. Born between the late
1940s and early 1950s, Jakarta’s middle-class youngsters participated in the popular culture of the day —
not only as its consumers, but also (in some cases) as its producers. Attuned to the developments of youth
cultures in the West, they crafted the Indonesian versions of contemporary film, theatre, comic book,
motorcycle lifestyle, popular music and young adult fiction. One of them was Teguh Esha (b. 1947), who
—even while still a university student—had been busy editing men’s magazine (Le Laki), composing
song lyrics (sung by, among others, Franky and Jane Sahilatua), and writing young adult novels, of which
the Ali Topan trilogy emerged as best-sellers. This study examines flanerie as a central theme in that
trilogy and as Teguh Esha’s way of life and strategy of cultural production. The goal is to bring into focus
the cultural history of the fast-changing Jakarta in the middle of the New Order era.

Teguh Esha: Biography of a Flaneur?

Teguh Slamet Hidayat Adrai —who uses the nom de plume “Teguh Esha” —was born in Banyuwangi,
East Java on May 8, 1947 as the seventh of eight siblings. His father, Achmad Adrai, was an electrician
who came from the island of Madura, East Java. Teguh’s mother, Wiludjeng, earned a living as a tailor.
After her husband’s death in 1951, she raised the children alone. She inculcated in them the virtues of
religion, morals, and education, believing that these things offered the key to peace, happiness, and
meaning in life. She made it a point that they must finish at least senior high school. With an upbringing

like this, it is small wonder that Teguh would highlight religion and morals as the central themes in the

* kars@sejong.ac.kr

1) My biographical sketch of Teguh Esha is based, in part, on these sources: Tempo, “Esha, Teguh,” in Apa & Siapa
1983-1984, 191-192; Putu Wijaya, “Aje Gile” [What a crazy thing!], Tempo, November 18-24, 1978; “Teguh Esha,”
http://www.tamanismailmarzuki.com/tokoh/esha.html.
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novels he wrote in the New Order.

Teguh spent part of his childhood in Bangil, East Java. As a small boy he developed a taste not only for
detective novels but also for those comic books by R. A. Kosasih (1919-2012) which presented the
Mahabharata and Ramayana stories. In 1959, in pursuit of better education for her children, Wiludjeng
relocated her family to Jakarta. Her daughter, Widji Andarini, had moved to the country’s capital earlier,
after she married Mohamad Saleh, a diplomat of Minangkabau descent. In Jakarta, the family supported
itself by trading in paper bags and children’s clothes. Wiludjeng sewed the clothes and the children sold
them at the Tanah Abang Market, Central Jakarta. By so doing, she succeeded in putting most of her
children through high school and some college. Only the youngest finished her undergraduate studies,
earning a BA from the Jakarta Institute of the Arts. As for Teguh, from the mid-1960s to the 1970s, he
took up civil engineering at Trisakti University (from 1967), journalism at Dr. Moestopo University, and
political science at the University of Indonesia (from 1977) but completed none of these studies. During
his college years, he was active in student organizations. In 1973-1975, he served as the chairperson of the
Imada (Association of Jakarta College Students). Later, in 1976-1977, he was Deputy Secretary-General
of the SOMAL (Joint Secretariat of Local Student Organizations). Teguh and his siblings succeeded in
entering the Indonesian middling classes. His youngest sister, for example, joined the teaching staff of the
Jakarta Institute of the Arts. His older brothers Kadjat Adrai (b. 1943) and Djoko Prajitno?) enjoyed
success as journalists. In August 1973, they established the periodical Sonata, which started out as an
entertainment magazine for men. It turned into a women-oriented family magazine in 1977 and into a teen
magazine in 1980.3)

In 1969, responding to Kadjat’s and Djoko’s encouragement and taking advantage of the boom in
popular fiction (which lasted from the late 1960s to the 1970s), Teguh started writing novels. His first
novel, Gairah [Desire], was serialized in the newspaper Utusan Pemuda [Youth Courier].4) Before long,
his works attracted the attention of the bestselling popular novelists Asbari Nurpatria Krisna (b. 1943) and
Motinggo Busye. One day, Asbari said this to Teguh:

[---Y]ou have two gifts, journalistic and literary. Motinggo---and I have been watching you.
You have a distinctive style. You are in prose what Chairil Anwar is in poetry. If I may offer
you advice, I suggest that you learn to be a top-notch journalist first. As a journalist, you’ll get

access to [a wide variety of social figures:] from hookers to the president.>)

The idea was that journalistic fieldwork would help Teguh collect rich material for his future novels. It

would also enable him to sharpen his fiction-writing skills by providing him with the chance to study

2) I could not find Djoko Prajitno’s date of birth.

3) Kurniawan Junaedhie, Rahasia Dapur Majalah di Indonesia (Jakarta: Gramedia, 1995), 49-50, 109.

4) Kurniawan, “Pemberontak di Zaman Pers Kuning” [A rebel in the age of the yellow press], Tempo Interaktif, April 17,
2011, http://www.tempo.co/read/news/2011/04/17/161328116/Pemberontak-di-Zaman-Pers-Kuning.

5) Adiputro, “Teguh Esha: Ali Topan Masih Ada” [Teguh Esha: Ali Topan is still around], Perspektif Baru, July 1, 2011,
http://www.perspektifbaru.com/wawancara/797.
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various social types and the problems they faced as they lived in a rapidly changing society.

Teguh took Asbari’s advice to heart. He took a job as a journalist with Utusan Pemuda [Youth Courier].
In the meantime, he studied journalism at Dr. Moestopo University, where he got to know Deddy Armand
(b. 1943), who was the editor of the humour magazine Stop (1969-1980). Deddy invited Teguh to
contribute to his periodical. On February 14, 1972, it began serializing what would turn out to be Teguh’s
most successful novel: Ali Topan.6) Of the fictional character Ali Topan, Teguh said that the youth “is
rich and belongs to the middling classes. He cannot stand oppression and has an acute sense of justice. He
will rebel at the sight of injustice.” In other words, he is “a rebel with a cause.””) From 1973 to 1975, he
served at the magazine Sonata as deputy editor-in-chief in charge of music affairs.®) In1975, with capital
provided by the “son of corrupt customs official,” Teguh established Le Laki [Man], an entertainment
magazine for men. From 1975 to 1977, he served as its editor-in-chief. In 1976, to help him run the
magazine, he employed Yudhistira Massardi as his deputy chief editor and Noorca Massardi as managing
editor.?)

Between 1977 and 1981, having established himself as a journalist, Teguh published a few novels: 4/i
Topan Kesandung Cinta [Ali Topan Tripped Up by Love] in 1977; Ali Topan Detektip Partikelir [Ali
Topan, Private Detective] and Dewi Besser: Playgirl Salah Gaul [Dewi Besser: Playgirl Who Associates
with the Wrong People] in 1978; Dewi Besser Superstar in 1979; Dari Januari sampai Desember [From
January to December] in 1980; and Izinkan Kami Bercinta [Let Us love], Anak Gedongan [Rich Kids],
and Penembak Bintang [Star Shooter] in 1981. In writing these novels, Teguh turned “news into stories.”
10)

In 1977, Ali Topan Kesandung Cinta emerged as a bestseller; it ran to six reprints in six months. Just
how many copies were sold remains unclear, for the publisher, Cypress, did not reveal the sales figures.
Whatever the case, owing to the novel’s financial success, Teguh was able to build a house on a plot of
land of 360 square meters in Puri Mutiara, Kemang-Cipete, Jakarta. Cypress gave him a used Mercedes as
a bonus. The same year saw the novel’s film adaptation, directed by Ishaq Iskandar (b. 1942), using a
score by Guruh Soekarno Putra (b. 1953), and starring Junaedi Salat (b. 1950) and Yati Octavia (b. 1954).
In 1978, Balada Ali Topan [The Ballads of Ali Topan] —an album of songs written by Teguh and sung by
Franky Sahilatua (1953-2011) and Jane Sahilatua —was released.!!) Having achieved his great success,
on May 20, 1979, Teguh married Ratnaningdiah Brotodihardjo, the granddaughter of Suratin, the founder
of the PSSI (All-Indonesia Football Union). They have seven children.

In 1979, the novel Ali Topan Detektip Partikelir [Ali Topan the Private Detective] was adapted to the
film Ali Topan Detektif Partikelir Turun ke Jalan [Ali Topan: The Private Detective Goes to the Streets].

6) Kurniawan, ‘Pemberontak.”

7) Adiputro, “Teguh Esha: Ali Topan Masih Ada.”

8) Teguh Esha, Ismail Marzuki: Musik, Tanah Air, dan Cinta [Ismail Marzuki: Music, fatherland, and love] (Jakarta:
LP3ES, 2005), 195.

9) Kurniawan, “Pemberontak.”

10) Tempo, “Esha, Teguh,” 192; Adiputro, “Ali Topan Masih Ada.”

11) Kurniawan, “Pemberontak”; Yudhistira A.N.M. Massardi, “Perjalanan (Bersama) Franky” [A Journey with Franky],

Gatra, April 28, 2011, http://arsip.gatra.com//artikel. php?id=147883.
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It was directed by Abrar Siregar and starred, among others, Widi Santoso (d. 2012), Roy Marten (b.1952),
and Rudy Salam (b. 1948). In the same year, Teguh released an album bearing the same title. The songs in
it were performed by Nana and Bodi.!2)

In the 1970s, success entered into Teguh Esha’s life instantly and in a big way. It did not last long,
though. In the early 1980s, his fame, fortunes, and social impact faded away and this came to him as a
great shock. He tried to cope with it by finding solace in Islam, though not mainstream Islam. As if he
were a latter-day prophet, he fashioned his own Islam: he carried out exegetical adventures in it. And he
became a notorious figure in the printed media after he had announced his idiosyncratic version of Islam,
which embraced the truth in the Koran but rejected the hadith (firsthand records of the Prophet
Muhammad’s words and deeds). He formed a small circle of followers in Jakarta and in Bandung, to
whom he taught a number of innovations that he introduced to Islamic rituals. He soon ran into trouble
with the police, the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Department of Information, and the Council of
Indonesian Islamic Scholars. In the mid-1980s, Syu’bah Asa of the weekly Tempo reported that Teguh’s
heresy ended up in destabilizing his own family.!3)

Teguh Esha’s emergence, success, and crisis as a writer of popular fiction in the New Order illustrate
the challenges of living in a society that experienced rapid economic modernization. Critical and
commercial success did not necessarily lead to happiness. It came and went quickly, causing him to suffer
major shocks, mental and material. If we compare his novels with those that Motinggo Busye had written
under Guided Democracy, we find that the social themes that Teguh worked on were not unique to the
New Order. By the early 1960s, or perhaps even earlier, upper middling-class Indonesians had already
suffered from moral bankruptcy and the breakup of the nuclear family —the major social problems that
Teguh worried about in the late 1970s and early 1980s. He operated, however, in economic and political
contexts that were favourable to the production and consumption of popular fiction. He also talked about

his major themes in ways that were distinctly New Order.

Commodity and Moral Bankruptcy: The Destructive Power of Money

On the consumption pattern of the affluent residents of Jakarta under the governorship of Ali Sadikin
(1969-1977), the historian Susan Abeyasekere writes:

Corrupt or not, the wealthy inhabited a different world from the majority of Jakarta’s residents.

12) Jenar Maulani and Teguh Esha, Alexandra & Ali Topan: Ku Selalu Ada [Alexandra and Ali Topan: I will always be
there] (Jakarta: Republika, 2007), 242.

13) Syarif Hidayat, ““Ali Topan’ Menggenggam Alquran” [“Ali Topan” carries the Koran], Zaman, May 19, 1984;
“Peringatan Deppen terhadap Majalah Zaman” [Department of Information’s warning to the magazine Zaman], Suara
Muhammadiyah, Juni 11, 1984; “TSHA (‘Ali Topan’) Ajarannya Dilarang” [The teaching of TSHA (“Ali Topan”) is
banned], Pikiran Rakyat, November 26, 1986; Syu’bah Asa, “Ali Topan Nabi Jalanan” [Ali Topan the street prophet],
Tempo, December 6, 1986.
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Increasingly they adopted the trappings of international consumerism: Volvos or Mercedes Benz
cars, supermarket shopping, American films in air-conditioned cinemas, horse-racing and games
of golf.14)

Abeyasekere’s observation finds its literary confirmation in ATKC. The passage below gives us some
idea of the taste of high civilian bureaucrats as consumers in Jakarta in the 1970s. Significantly, it is as a
classy consumer that Ali Topan’s daddy, a senior government official, is first introduced to the reader in
ATKC:

A copper-coloured Fiat sports car entered Ali Topan’s house yard and stopped in front of the
garage. Mr. Amir, Topan’s father, got out of the car and walked toward the front door of the
house, a Samsonite business case in his right hand, a coat in his left. Around his collar wound a
necktie, which he had loosened up a bit before he got out of the car. Two upper buttons of his

Kern shirt were left unfastened, giving him a “boyish” look.15)

Mr. Amir is a middle-aged man who is transformed by commodities into a man conveying wealth and
virility; the world’s top brand commodities envelop his body and make him look like a male model. Later
on in the novel, the reader is told that Mr. Amir lights his cigarette with a Ronson lighter and wears Bally
shoes to go on a date with his hooker. If one happens to be a worshiper of fashion who believes that
fashion changes ordinary man into a cool and macho guy, one would envy Mr. Amir. The looks of Mr.
Amir remind me of male mannequins I often saw in the window displays of a first-class boutique at Plaza
Tunjungan shopping mall in Surabaya in 2002: male mannequins dressed up with all the dazzling
paraphernalia of haute couture.

As a consumer, Mrs. Amir is hardly less impressive than her husband. She drives in black Holden
Premier sedan imported from Australia. A very generous cougar, she buys her gigolo expensive Kern
shirts at an exclusive boutique in the middling-class Kebayoran area in Jakarta. The gigolo ends up
wearing the same brand of shirts as her husband does. Certainly, this is not the kind of “trickle-down
effect” that the technocrats in the late 1970s and early 1980s had in mind. Its “correct” version was
supposed to be a process by which upper-class and upper-middling-class people, who enjoyed income
growth, would share the fruits of economic development with people of the lower classes, either through
investment or consumption.

Mrs. Amir smokes Dunhill cigarettes, perhaps imported from the United States or the United Kingdom.
Thanks to her preference for the brand, people in Kebayoran, who know her reputation as a sugar
mommy, call her “Auntie Dunhill.” The day she marries Mr. Amir, the man’s given name replaces hers
and people start calling her “Mrs. Amir.” When the marriage breaks down, two processes are set in

motion. First, there is a shift in the way some people address her: the shift in her title from the respectable

14) Susan Abeyasekere, Jakarta: A History (Singapore: Oxford University Press, 1987), 235.
15) Esha, Ali Topan, 37.
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Nyonya (Mrs.) to the Tante (Auntie), which in some contexts connotes wantonness. Second, the name of a
commodity (Dunhill) takes the place of that of her husband (Amir). Is it because her absentee spouse has
left an empty space in her heart, which later on is filled by cigarettes? Both shifts mark her decadence in
the eyes of people in the neighbourhood where she lives. In Jakarta as late as the early 1990s some people
still tended to perceive female smokers as wanton women (perempuan nakal).

It has been argued that civil bureaucrats and businesspeople were among the beneficiaries of the
substantial economic growth in the oil boom period under the New Order.16) Mr. Amir belongs to the first
category of beneficiaries. Owing to the sizable rise in his income, he is able to buy fancy commodities. He
grows into the type of consumer for whom what matters in commodities is not merely the comfort they
offer and the functions they have. What also matters is their symbolic value. It is this value he is after
when, for his footgear, he prefers Bally to Bata. Only members of the elite could buy branded
commodities such as Fiat, Samsonite, Kern, and Bally. The top brand names are signs of distinction which
set people like Mr. Amir apart from the rest of society. The newly rich with their emerging new needs for
status symbols constituted a new market for exclusive commodities. Through its advertising campaigns,
however, capitalism arouses in many people the desire for the stylish commodities. So the poor man
thinks to himself, “I too want to wear the dazzling Bally shoes. Oh, if only I had the money!”

A great deal of money trickled down from high income-parents to their children. As their wallets got
fatter, the middling-class youths and their needs began to constitute a burgeoning market for all kinds of
goods and services. In ATKC we see how Topan’s world is filled with commodities ranging from porn
novels, comic books, and blue jeans to clove cigarettes, motorbike, and the Beatles songs.

People in the radio broadcasting business, for instance, understood well that the middling-class youths
often felt lonely at home. They knew that the youths would be glad to have a sort of a long-distance buddy
around to keep them company and to keep them entertained while they were all by themselves, shut off in
the four walls of their rooms. This was a good business opportunity. So radio stations were set up to cater
to the specific needs and tastes of the middling-class youths. If the owner of a radio station was able to
secure a good number of loyal listeners, capitalists would come flocking in to advertise through his radio
station. One hits upon this passage in ATKC where the announcer of a youth radio station, aptly named

Young Romeo, is addressing his listeners, one of whom is Topan:

“Johnny, the announcer, and Ikhsan, the operator, are entertaining you guys who are now
studying or daydreaming at home. It is our hope that the songs we play at the studio would
exorcise bad thoughts and evoke sweet dreams and much good luck tonight. Ha! ha! ha!---” thus
spoke the Young Romeo announcer.

The giggle was followed by a fine piece of music by The Hollies: “Too Young to Be Married.”
Ali Topan lay in bed. With his eyes closed, he enjoyed his mood in solitude. In solitude.

16) Anne Booth, The Oil Boom and After: Indonesian Economic Performance during the Soeharto Era (Singapore: Oxford
University Press, 1992).
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[--] He then picked up a cigarette from beneath his sock where he had kept it. He lighted the
cigarette and puffed at it. “This song of the Hollies sounds so cool if you listen to it while

smoking a cigarette,” Ali Topan thought to himself.17)

Rising income and rising loneliness made profitable markets. Lonely but wealthy middling-class adults
in their forties created the demands for a sex industry. Similarly, their lonely but well-funded children
created the promising market for tobacco, music, and radio broadcasting businesses.

Yet to be wealthy is one thing and to be blessed with happiness is another. For, ultimately, what matters
is not the wealth itself but its origin. As one Indonesian saying has it: “Ill-gotten wealth brings no
blessing.”!8) It is believed that wealth amassed by immoral means will in the end spell disaster to the
people who own it. They may display the outward look of happiness while they rot inside. A family that
lives off ill-gotten money is like a man who drinks poisoned water. Sooner or later, either the whole
family will disintegrate or some of its members will go to rack and ruin. This is one major moral theme of
ATKC. In this novel, the reader is told that there are civilian bureaucrats who get rich by abusing their
authority and plundering the government’s money. It is in this way, for instance, that the father of Bobby,
one of Topan’s buddies, gets the money to buy a new Mercedes.19) It is likely that to some degree Topan’s
daddy too engages in corrupt practices. Mr. Amir does not spend his money on a new Mercedes like
Bobby’s father. But like many other senior bureaucrats, Mr. Amir spends much of his time and money on
prostitutes.

In ATKC, Teguh Esha suggests that the New Order did not solve the moral problems of Guided
Democracy. The novel makes clear that, just as the youths of 1966 were faced with what they saw as
moral, political, and economic bankruptcy in the era of Guided Democracy (1959-1965), the youths of
Topan’s age group in the late 1970s were faced at least with the moral and financial “delinquency” of the
older generation who happened to be their parents and their country’s bureaucrats. The references made
by the youth characters in ATKC to the plundering of the state’s treasury by their parents agree with the
historical facts. The novel is set in the late 1970s and this period (especially between 1974 and 1978) saw
a wave of demonstrations in which students protested the endemic corruption of the elite supporters of the
New Order: high officials in the bureaucracy as well as the alliance between the so-called “financial
generals” and a handful of ethnic Chinese businesspeople close to Soecharto.20) A scandal broke out in
1974 in which the state oil company Pertamina almost collapsed as the officials who plundered its assets
had rendered it unable to pay its debts of $ US 10 billion.2!) The same year saw the January 15 Affair in
which thousands of students staged demonstrations in the streets of Jakarta to protest the corruption by

Soeharto’s cronies, the dominance of Japanese capital in the city’s economy, the increasing gap between

17) Esha, Ali Topan, 42-43.

18) The original Indonesian version runs as follows: Uang panas tidak membawa berkah.

19) Esha, Ali Topan, 82.

20) Adam Schwartz, 4 Nation in Waiting: Indonesia’s Search for Stability (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 2000), 33.

21) Michael R. J. Vatikiotis, Indonesian Politics under Suharto: The Rise and Fall of the New Order (London: Routledge,
2000), 37.
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the rich and the poor, and the conspicuous consumption of the rich. The jobless youths from the off-street
kampongs who joined the demonstrations ended up burning cars and looting Chinese stores.?2) In
response to the growing student opposition to the New Order, Soeharto introduced in 1978, a year after
ATKC was published, a law that prohibited political activism on campus.23)

The New Order was facing a moral crisis. The people who in 1966 got rid of the villains and promised
to redeem the country turned out in the 1970s to be themselves villains. So morally rotten was the New
Order that some teachers even turned out to have been perverts all along. In ATKC Topan’s senior high
school principal Mr. Broto Panggabean smokes marijuana at his office24) while his English teacher Mrs.
Mary turns out to be a lesbian.25) In the context of ATKC, the author intends lesbianism and smoking pot

to be the symptoms that something is going wrong in school, which is supposed to be a moral institution.
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Not Misery but Mistery: £ Alo]H(Saw Simon)
gkA}o] gl Alsk

Saw Eh Poe(20fxL)
(AAItH Global Institute of Theology)

Introduction

C.S Song has critiqued toward western theology as two dimensional theology flat theology, that is not
necessary to articulate the Asian theology and he proclaimed that German eyes shouldn’t be prevent from
seeing Christ differently, such as seeing Christ through Chinese eyes, Japanese eyes, Asian eyes, African
eyes, Latin American eyes.D) The articulation of theology shouldn’t be western way of thinking and
theologizing, otherwise, we need to reading the bible or articulating theology in Asian eyes. As theology
is the human attempt to understand God, therefore, theological articulation must not be standardized by
Christian value and methodology. The variety of hermeneutics are available depend on the context and the
situation or location of a person or a group of people. In this paper I would like to approach the
hermeneutic of the “theopoetic”. I will going to analyzed the poems of Rev. Dr. Simon called “our living
testimony”. He was the prominent leader of refugee in Thai-Burma border and the respected principal of
the famous bible seminary in Mae La Karen refugee camp. Those poem reflected on his understanding of
God. His life experience as a refugee motivated him to wrote those poem. When many people have
negative perspective on refugee, but he turned it into positive opinion. He said “they say they see our life
is misery but praise God our life is mystery, and our hope is as bright as the star”.

Karen refugee camps exist along the Thai-Burma border are not recognized as the refugee, instead, Thai
government called them as displace people. Therefore, they do not received the refugee’s rights which
have been expressed in the UN charter. They cannot go outside of the camp without the camps
commanders’ permission. In this situation Rev. Dr. Simon saw his life and other people who lived in
refugee camps differently with other people. Instead of complained to God, he praised and looked beyond
the present situation and saw God’s special program for him and his own people in the camps. His words
“not misery but mystery” are the salvific and deliverance hope for Karen people in the refugee camp. He
even saw the present situation as the God’s redemptive work and His divine plan for the Karen refugee in
Thai-Burma border. He claimed that life of Karen people in refugee camps were not mess as outsiders
thought but their life were mysterious that other couldn’t understand. Therefore, praised God and be still
and know that God is God.

1) C.S Song, “Third-eye Theology, Theology in formation in Asian setting “ Maryknoll, New York 10545, P-27
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Historical background

Rev. Dr Simon was the former principal of Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible School and College
(KKBBSC). He was the one of the prominent leader among Karen leaders who were sacrificed their life
for the Karen people. In this presentation I would like to explored more of the his life and experience as a
refugee in Mae La refugee camp in Thai-Burma border. He was raised from the poor family and he
finished his high school at small down in Myanmar. He finished his bachelor of Theology in Myanmar
and then he continued his theological study in Philippine. Because of the civil war he moved to
Thai-Burma Border with his wife and three daughters and lived at Mae La refugee camp. He had spent the
rest of his life in the Mae La refugee camp as the principal of Kawthoolei Karen Baptist bible school and

college.

Who are Karen?

Origin of Karen Refugee in Thailand and Their Current Struggle

According to the ministry of RTG, MOI (Migration Organization International), defined Karen refugee
as “a displace person who escapes from dangers due to uprising, fighting, or war, and enters in breach of

b}

the immigration act”.2) Karen refugee are the people who have been mistreated by the military regime of
Myanmar such as force labor and potter for the military weapons. The Karen are an ethnic group from
Burma (Myanmar), many of whom fled Burma due to religious and ethnic persecution by the
government. 140,000 refugees from Burma, mostly Karen, are living in refugee camps in Thailand, some
for as many as 20 years. The refugee camps have been established since 1984, and recently struggle with
the inner and outer oppression of Thai and Myanmar Authority. These establishment of Karen refugee
camps are because of the military dictatorship of Myanmar. However, the civil government has seized the
power on 2015 through the referendum, the hegemony of the military power and the threat of the regime
are not obscure till present day. That elected government want refugee to voluntary repatriated to
Myanmar without considering the social care and economic opportunities of the refugee. Therefore, the
Karen refugee are now recently suffering under the newly elected government of Myanmar which has
been leads by Aung San Su Kyi. The conspiracy between Myanmar and Thai government has been
occurred in the process of repatriation as well. Therefore, now a day Karen refugee are encountering with

the cut of ration and implicit form of force repatriation.

2) Ministry of Interior of RTG, MOI, Migration Organization international is the organization under UNHCR, which
providing the resettlement program for the refugee in other country.
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Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible school and college

The Baptist missionaries contribution of Burma had been started on 1813 When the two American
couple who zeal to spread the good news to that country, Adoniram Judson and Ann. Current Myanmar
has been known as Burma because the dominant group of the country were Burman or Burmese. The rest
group of people or ethnic nationalities were under the colonization of the Burman kings. The ethics
animosity within Burman and other group have been emerged since before the British Colonization Era.
Among those ethnic nationalities, Karen are the strongest and most oppressed group of people under the
Burman colonization. Therefore, when Baptist missionaries arrived to Burma, Karen were vastly Christian
converted group of people in those days. The book “Burma Baptist Chronicle” indicated that the Karen
Baptist Convention is the strongest convention among the Myanmar Baptist convention. Moreover, Karen
Baptist churches have been established over a century ago. They are well organized and concretely
instituted in the land of Myanmar. In Thailand there are TKBC (Thai Karen Baptist Convention) and
KKBBSC is the bible seminary under KKBC (Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Churches) which has been
emerged from the organizing or Karen refugees from seven refugee camps in Thai-Burma border.
Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible School and College was founded as the Kawthoolei Karen Baptist Bible
School in 1983, at Wahlay, in the Karen States. After 28 years, after many attacks and persecution, and
after all the hard times, we are still serving the Lord as an Exile/Displaced Theological Seminary at the

Mae La Karen Refugee Camp, in the Tha Song Yang District of Thailand.

Dr. Simon and his Poem

Our Living Testimony 1

“They call us a displaced people,

but praise God; we are not misplaced.
They say they see no hope for our future,,
but praise God; our future is as bright
as the promises of God.

They say they see the life of our
people is a misery,

But praise God; our life is a mystery..
For what they say is what they see,
And what they see is temporal.

But ours is the eternal.

All because we put ourselves

In the hands of the God we trust.”
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Our Living Testimony 2
(after the fire that destroyed the Bible School at Mae La refugee camp)

We lost everything with the fire that caught our KKBBSC on April 28, 2012, but we still have
everything, because God is our Everything. Gone with the fire are our sins and transgressions, not His
Mercy and Grace Gone with the fire are the buildings and material things that can be replaced even with
the better ones, but praise God no life was lost. Gone with the fire are the visitors’ notes that contained
best wishes, prayers, encouragements and promises by friends around the world, but not their continuing
love, care and concern for us expressed in their words and deeds. Gone with the fire are our fears and

doubts, not our faith in the almighty and living God.

Salvific hope of Dr, Simon for Karen refugee In Thailand

He was the charismatic leader for Karen people, especially those who lived in the refugee camp. He
had been through hardship, discrimination from the Thai government, oppression as well as conspiracy to
be destroyed his life. Through his poem we can see his flawlessness of theological articulation and
optimistic perspective of God. He never lost his hope even he was in tribulation such as the total vanished
of the school building in 2012. Not only he kept his hope till his death and also give hope in God to other
people, especially refugee. He also left the final message for karen refugee all over the world which is the

most inspire speech as well.

“Not Misery but Mystery”
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7Fe] =421 /Y2 Tk HZ 2 3 HAEE JIEUA ol DEo] Ao E H7F FEE o]&
747(1]*‘2‘ AN E = 8 Bolal QAN 24 0] ol&H FHETR= T A& gto] Al ;QTQ
I U AR Wl A Qv A oke] FElFg-0] Wshs, w7t 52 2 WA= FHSHA 5
7H%?jx}(developer)9} ]% THTES 0|83l = &AM Afolof| A ZpA Q1 A 0 & AP AL
Atk 23y & o] 831A] & 8-S sk AEAkel AR 21 Agshe o] AV 9
ok A FAES E:—Z]'Z]'ﬁi-rﬁ Fopeiul A o 8 FAE Wbl AR RS o] AE 2 A o
2 TS AP Akt W2lo] HApA 0 & G4kEan Qlok

V. L7k o
018 S ol Y 38 22 G RAel ol AR olEY 38 Aket2

ZF 1912} 6910l S1XI8H= Al ol&8 3825 FE3H= 771l 3K Global Islamic Finance Report:
2018). Z#E o] AJoke] Z-¢- 1983 O]“/a;%j' 23& st o] A #A 78 2 A=E 854
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) FOZE F oA WAL ol FUTFE ofe] WA =gt B o] wol 9
o SR DRolE BPEI 34 B 58 B 43R Aelolo] RHsHe $EL 59
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2l =l Ao} ‘Al ol AA'S) H |
37} ol - AHEe] AR

21243418 obxlo}e -2

1. EXH7]

A27] 2519 AH-2] 71=2019'A 10858 AT 27] 259 FFAH] FollAM oA 1719
7V 2pEstE = A F9] shrt WA “AR] o} Al(Sharia Economy)” 23 Molgtal & 4
Aok A 17] 5ol QA of Arglol2-3) 2 =1 2015-2019(Roadmap of Perbankan Syariah
2015-2019) & o] EFABAE 5§ 2% Lote 2 gketo] AAststrial b, 5 27]= <<l
S| Ao} Akg]ob g Al up~EE3H 2019-2024(Masterplan Ekonomi Syariah Indonesia 2019-2024)’ 2
HA o= A e AlYS WA TE I81 17] A9 ol 2 5 8AI 2 S THOE
‘=87r=Y(Otoritas Jasa Keuangan, ©]3} OJK)°] §F5 FZatAthal i, &5 27128 A=u
Aol AR ol Al = AA =21 o]&H7dAl(Global Islamic Economy, ©]3} GIE)2] 7714 A3 =2] 5]
= SEA, oleH w6, €EAY, A, dErrole} g A o), S| ok, dEEEES £
sto] QIEUAlo} A AFF Dol A AR]ol A& &3t Aolgh= Alglo], T187] Wil o]
AL B ARFA e} AdE Aolth A IEu|AloF 7o) A e dEE o))
ufj £-ol] =717 '&-F(Perencanaan Pembangunan Nasional/Badan Perencanaan Pembangunan Nasional, ©]
S} PPN/Bappenas)’} S2 %] 4 &-& 2A "t thA] Lok, 2529 2719 ARlold Al L HF
o} AHF71He] §712<] & H3kE 2HA] | Aottt A stAta, Ao EAlE TR 35k FA+
PPN/Bappenas)©| 1L, 1 Fol| A = 53] o|edo8= A33)8t7] HalA dleH 2402 Aot
81 3] (Komite Nasional Keuangan Syariah, ©]3} KNKS)& &A1 H T

A=urof olad Aol A ALSA o]qrol] ik FnlA] =9] = Fuld A (figh muamalah)’
<= A AR 2Fdol| A =2)akA F Zlo] 1980\ At F-E o] L, o] 2]k o] &7 A Aol thk =2] ¢} o+
7} 71 7N sk A E YERd A o] 19921 o] &#-2-8)(Bank Muamalat Indonesia)2] - 0]3l, ©]
AL A olgddy ol gk shte] Aol QI Ao} o]&h AA|Abol| A vl a3k A o]
THChoiruzzad and Nugroho 2013). ©] I ol|A| QJUEuH|A|o} F-EH X2 A T (Ikatan Cendekiawan
Muslim Se-Indonesia®]3} ICMI)’#} ‘QIEUA|o} Fw A T2 Y 3] (Majelis Ulama Indonesia, ©]3}F
MUl 9] g2 Fa k. T2y MUIZE olEd Aol A a3 e A3skr]7hA] AL 9
A ZpLA Q] o] SR Al E-F 0] APTE AT A= F a8tk ARIALS] Yio] o] Al -5 1970
dd] 23} 1980t ZHE AIREL, dA= 20010 THEO{F ‘Masyarakat  Ekonomi
Syariah(MES)’ 7} Al R1A}3] § Aol 4| &hits] o] E 74 A o] 9lloJY 2 (awareness) 5= 31l AT

T2 IEH Ao} o] S g Al of] 3F =27} AJAHE o]l 401 d o] AR T, X 57kA] FEE A
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2019 et=SHorEE| oe[starts]

A A= ZEFga 1Y oGk o £9, 2017\ OJK 2] Baro] wh=m, A S84 Foll
A olEZego] 3= HI S 5.78%0|th QIEU| Ao} ‘&S JHAF who] Bad =)ol
40d B3t o] A=) A4 v githe AL 1 &<t o| 1A E SAsleh=t B3 ol
ANTH= Folth ko R RIEUAol= IFEHA o|fRICEE «O|EHAANA 7Hed2 T3
25t} O F9 7HE Aol A 1RRE A2 ]] S FI6HA] @2 o] Aot e &
of| A Auet AAT 23] AH= oA AR b2 WS A Aol JIRUA k= o]&H
ZAAE 583] ‘A oA 2tal Wstal, Ao Al E A EslaAt sk A 2R E S g S A
g5 Aot B o] Wetol| A QIZU| Aol A 9 o] 23t MslE ZHA] H =71 IEvAlof
Aol Al @3t AL T 47FE oW APEA S 27l O TR JIEUA o} ol &

F499] B L RIS AFBhA .

2. 0|2H =29

o|& 232 1975\ FHlo]o]&#-E-3)(Dubai Islamic Bank) - Z5-E] Al Al & A 2= At} o)A
< 7FstA B A ol&RAA ol tigh 33 &= & WA vH-FT(Adul A‘la Maududi) =
B AIZFEE 2 192003 ) 58352 (Muslim Ummah) A1 7255 Al 2F0 2 o] &AM i
AAH. 192913 TLaw of War and Peace in Islamy & A S 2= o], 1979%d7}A] 1400 H o]A2] Az}
s EITE O o|ERAAEE S ARt B 4 QAL 4 249 o]&H(Islamic way of
lifeye] 3 F-Zo=A] o]eH@AAY A=} A& AASeATE FART ofF 2~H|2~(Adam
Smith) 9} Z Bt2~(Karl Mark)7}F AAZ AFa1 9l TR o 51| 2~(homo economicus) 7Hd ol Tk
O 7 $ % o]&HH|F2(homo Islamicus)E AFJTE S, ZA| o B3 AH, Ho)=2L I8 &
A1 AT ol gt BE QIZEe] FA| 9} B g o] FFolgh= /d oE AAE olsfishe Aotk 11

=3k 1ZEe] AAdE] &, oleF AA L E AASIE AT BHE 25 1930 At HH
7] AZSFRAL, ol RS HojAdste] FolE o= e o] 1969'A First Principles of Islamic
Economics; ©]|THAhmad 2011).

J=FE A7HA] ole@d Aol #eF =& vi$ thed o= T £ 5 ok o|&EA
Ae 1 SUFE A0} ALS] T2 ol thgt M E| 24 AIEE A7) Wil o] a3 =A<
A&EAtha & = Stk 2831 o] *Kriba), B4 (Gharar) 5 °olEFR = 8-dElet Fehalel, Foiet
vl 75 5 olEH T8 Fl ik =AL o] sttt aeal o|l&E@ A bR v} & 57k A
A, 53, 5844 o2 WHT F J=7HE =3 S(Chapra 1985)7} ol&E582] A&t 4k
1970'Ath A AARESF=2] Al7e] 24 2] 73 A 2ol A -4 3h= Zl(Warde 2000) 51T

‘A 2A ol A e} AR ZA o|ERAG A= 2o 7 SAZT o)A HIT o] H A A Y
Tk FAl= ot o]ell <AAP o gk A A Em A Zpd o] AX)ZA W] gk A= v
Z 838tk o] A e o] dlo] e WY A GHEE IUPEE B2 Aol B
Q7] wolth & S0, ‘TE A G I FHopA o] hE A, /I Aot} o] Alop 7} ThE
o coled AA Aol thk 5l A1 A A2 2 WP ol thgk A7) thdRt Aol Q' 8t
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AlrRA DL SO O} Koot

AR Fashe] ol )E qEME FILAR T o ke AT BT
g0l Bl 277} Q9] Aol lcka Bep, ol Aol Tl BASH Aol s
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o] §71% 0 2 Aol it delo] A4S Bashs ol& U
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lslamic scholars Capital

by Monzer Kahf(2004)

3. Z:9| MEo| Af2|otdR|e| TAT} FMak

SHo|HFE Ao o] A Slol| Ttk =9+ JUAITE B4 0 & THAISkE 212 1980
At RE ot} 2519 7@5—017‘477]'74 olgR Al Uehd 54 tha3 o] AeE & Utk AA,
AAEFY oleHEle olgH-Eolthe TuA 59 IHE P vl Ao rE AL
e} By 24, oled AANE-S a8EokllA A B2Hd 3 AnliEolz ke T
“WH o] Aokel Hlw e ) ITUA|ofe] o] S A 2 A Fe} AX]| o] opd RIZHREE] o]
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12019 =SHofetz| osi=rhs

Ao, A1 1< 2t} sk v -& Al AISEAL k. EA, ARRlodAle] H3Ee 1) AR
oA 719 511 2) 2 EHF 7 A9 o]/ A A& ol 51 s 3) AREAI A
A 57 4) BA X F(Maqasid Syariah) Z7lo|t}. AA|, Aeka T2 T30l 1) S W2 Q) (halal
value chain) &% &5 BR| 24, SERJISA|, & gho] Z2ELd A1, FARIAE B, AIH
g 2) Algolagge &% @EH=A, 1IFSB(slamic Inclusive Financial Services Board),
ZISWAF(Zakat, Infaq, Shadaqah, Wakaf)-A4-=-82] 5], AAZBA-AZE A &3 A2/
T 3) AT S 4) AL BA S Il Aol Al REA| EL SEERA]]
ELES] QlFHlol’, & 3F B RN =TS Folth YA, Aekd 722 324949 F1, 914
A SR, AFEER 18] 31 BE $HFatwa) - HA = 7)¥ketdE o))

(Og) =39 27| ZR| A2[otdH| LTt

“ [Indonesia yang Mandiri, Makmur, dan Madani dengan Menjadi Pusat Ekonomi Syariah Terkemuka Dunia\

Peningkatan Peringkat
dalam Islamic Economic Index
Global dan Nasional

Peningkatan Peningkatan

Peningkatan
Kemandirian Ekonomi Indeks Kesejahteraan

Skala Usaha Ekonomi Syariah

Penguatan Penguatan Penguatan
Keuangan Syariah Usaha Mikro, Ekenomi Digital
Kecil & Menengah

Penguatan
Halal Value Chain

* Edukasi umtuk Usaha Mikro * Halal Marketplace dan Sistem
*F Pembiayaan Terimegrasi iayaan Syari

rt-up HVC
-komersial . i * Sistem informasi terintegrasi
tebijakan . 4 urttuk tracebility produk halal

onomi
* Bank BUMN Syrariah

Peningkatan kuanfitas dan Penguatan kapasitas riset Penguatan Fatwa,
kualitas Sumber Daya Manusia dan pengembangan (R&D) Regulasi dan Tata Kelola

Z*]: Masterplan Ekonomi Syariah Indonesia 2019-2024, p.xiv

Z39] AR-o| Aol A tigk A 22 o]EHAFA ] 77HA] A FEeo} AT S 7P HA
=, AEA EokE 7P % stk ARola83 S22 S5, dEwg, e, &
njtjole} gl A|o| A, Teke|okF T sEE, oA Eofelth. 7|E 22 o|&ERAA] AsFollA &
g2 S5 MR E O FU1EAL oA Roks AR 5713 #okolth GIE 2018/19 K
T w2, 20173 o] EBAA ATFEE 2.1% TR0, 2023 714 3% EEFEE A
e Ao, A AA A9 24%E AA|Sh= Aldoletal Bt GIE AN =7F= 157) =71= 1
1= ZelolAlolR 1274, 291 UAE 89401, JAEUAo}= 458 0.2 109 o]t} Ed-5-2]&oke]

oy
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ALY 0t SHOM(OF A[HA |

191 UAE, ol&3a-880F] 19 Zao]Alo}, IZYAol= 109 o]t} EFodd) <] 19]+= UAE©]
1, QlEu|AJol= 49 o)tk E=tul Aol 1 9= UAEC] AL 2907} ¢l =y Al oto]t}). S&tn|tjol e} g F&|
ol diokol 19]7FUAE®] 1, 2917} A 712 2 olt}, o]k shaEol| 191 UAEC|t

(a2 GIE 20174 22|

cc% I.nd?gaEtor [;"i“‘i' ﬁ; T}:ﬁl m Meljﬂal and  Phar ‘E[acieaiﬂ als
Score Recreation and Cosmetics

Malaysia 127 Bl 173 02 33 51

UAE 89 91 83 97 106 109 104
Bahrain 65 45 86 20 19 44 41
SaudiArabia o4 48 64 3 16 33 =
Oman 51 62 52 28 25 28 43
Jordan 49 50 49 35 23 26

Qatar 45 49 85 27 12 63

Pakistan 49 o8 63 15 22 9

Kunwait 46 42 a7 12 12 30 34
Indonesia 45 45 46 &b 34 16 44
Brunai 45 58 43 26 12 a7

Sudan 37 55 34 29 B 11

Iran 24 36 37 19 11 22

Bangladesh 32 35 33 19 28 7 34
Turkey 31 44 21 7 32 25 41

ZA]: State of the Global Islamic Economy Report 2018/19, p.10.

2017 Qlof I=u| A ok= XA 1571 GIE =7l A 10915 AR =E, olFoll A 23k ool
&3k Zlo] S 3 debsgola, ofgk Fopt olefE8 3 vt o] Solth JIEvA ok
20159 RE o]&HFgoll A3 AAA] ZEfS FACZ w8 F¢, 279 27] ARl A A
2 3 g SollA] s of| A olt)

(O&) KNKS £

Dewan Pengarah
BKIDONESH | Q)8 ’
4 " OTDRITAS
S SENTHAL EPUSL EOHESA Ql( iEonGan ey
Menteri Menteri Kenangan Gubernur Bank Ketua Dewan Menteri
Koordinator Indonesia Komisioner OJK PPN/Kepala
Bidang Bappenas
Perekonomian
{ porr i @®
Menteri Agama Menteri BUMN Ketua Dewan Menteri Koperasi Eetua Majelis
Komisioner LPS dan UKM Ulama Indonesia

Z4]: https://knks.go.id/beranda
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2019 BB EolEls| ol srHe]

A=UAO} AR o)Ed FEIUL AAY FEOE B8] HAsiA Aoka§9 3]
(Komite Nasional Keuangan Syariah, ©]3} KNKS)' & THE3IT 20163 89l 23 KNKSE Q15U
Aot ARlotag= U A A A2 2pdoll A X7 7] 917 tlE® 2l< 99 3]0tk KNKS
+ e B F-58 o] KNKSO] 22}tz et i etk 93] 742 AR, A5,
°o* BEA, OK 91974, F7PAs, Tuiadd, S9719% 48, dFRAEASI93 9

FTA7I9E A MU EE 7AE S F 1071 718 thE= 735 AT AR o] 29
sh= A Ao A=A, 2 FAE el o] 2po] Lol A F o] -2 oH A 7FHKNKS 4
Aol & Zlo|th.

off =% rﬁ °1N
2 .
HN

—_

IRE

4. MUI-DSN MUI J1Xxo} «st

ol A= A Ao T E o A7 EHE H, AE A= ol oleR A 728 Boks u
2 AJA] 5715 ARJNAE Hosts T A A (fatwa)©] F831TE JAEU Aol A o]t <
s+ 3= 7132 DSN(Dewan Shariah Nasional)-MUI|t}. MUI Ulo] o]&3 A A 2 F-8 &3 F
A A& Gdsls SEAYIE 19999 WFH e 7] =3k DSN(=7 AR o] °J§])7]’ 7= A
=

2] MULE 1975 8t 2 E7F S A 9l 752 @ 5 e =7 13S Ttk L ool
19653 o}Al| &2} 8](Aceh Ulama Council)7} A=), A=r2 ®9le] =714 Ao A==
MUI7} #g-0]th MUIS] 7]%5-2 A1 - A (New Order) Al7]12} 7153} o] &2 W3} ) A1 FA7]
FUMUIS ke o] 4 S I, S v Fed oA ABalFaL, 2ds+
a1, T AR G R oS & Age) a1, FRel etk Aol & FASkAL, 2} o o
W3 ARES =98k 5 o2 7S A=2]]] Aol Adsh= Zlolt). 13tk MUIZF 24
Q1717132 ofUth 1A MUIS] 434714 S quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisation =
ot 22y RIFE} o] & MUIE T3 95 U A3fshiA, F O ARER A= T4 o]+
of thet A7-¢} B, w3 24, TuH 2 55 L5 Pk(Saat 2018). MUI SFell <9kES} 9
U 3](Komisi Fatwa)' 7} A=, 3 o] 91974, s3] F-9194, 5189 91z 7%, FTuA
AR L Y BF2] g (jjtihad) 2 AAE T} 19751014 20143744 MUIS] SFE S} 2412 1, Wl
T3} o] % FE}e] 71 A FobA AAA B vIFE} o] & MUIS o] &siA 1 g2 &
T Ik FES} 9o T A 2AEFE wol s=Hl, F(tausiyah), & Al(tazkirah), ZZ~(himbauan),
AHF2] 7]¢d(himbauan pemikiran) 5©|Th 18|32 A, A, w5, AT 5 12709 S193]E 2k 2
o)A TheFsH AFS] A 7]°5-S FHoK(Saat 2018).

T3 MUI ¢Hll= 5709] A =-LPPOM-MUI, DSN-MUI, Basyarnas, Badan Penerbit MUI, YDDP-&
Zk1 JlEd, o2 % 5700 Al =e] HEo] MUIE B 53 Ade & < =5 jitt. o] g4 3

E LS T@dsh= DSN-MUISH E2R15A1E #&3h= LPPOM-MUIE= MUI®| 3417

2l &g
sk Aot 58 2@ /b sheshs S7ke] A Witel FB-e 77 whio] 424 JgE S 2
31 Q1AL DSN-MULE o] S3eas) 6353} sl 2417 vhEols el 317 wlze) 37}

SEMUI Aelo] $EBAE 2 5 gl Folth
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MUI®| 222 2 780l wte} e 5ol AUHETh MUI Zluj 52 TF-do] ofy 7] wie]
TuRols 9] 7 ERE 958 ¥R GEth MULE 9] oA} F io] Hojgo)q, o]
2 117 3 $1-¥ 3] (Dewan Pimpinan) 7-8-°]a1, 1 5Fo] Hug P ejd 7442 127] «43] 9] #
o 2 FAEJTE 183 MUL ARF-EA-S o] H Y9 3| 2 HE] S50, AP ds] +
A3 XA $A AdEEE AN FolET MUIE a3 9d3] 9ol ARZ9H 3]
(Dewan Penasihat)’ 7} Ath= 3 o] Fa38ttt. o] AHE913] o= 22v}, A ‘OJ, 2t A Fo=
T, o) 8w o] Ko A, 478 o) AMF-FA 11 8Ee] 569 ] MM 2 A E AT FEIEE A4
o] &= MUI AHE$ 93] 7} 812 E 0] 218+ 39 A (patron) &S AT ‘i—’Fi‘r o] % o] &2
3}5}% THSaat 20018). 12t} R3]} o] ol = MUISF =7} Ake] 9] 25285 1 7] 9J8l 4+ MUI-
AHE-91 93] 9] A2 GEtA o] FESH= Zlo) 83tk
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Assessing the Effectiveness of Aid for Trade in Southeast Asia

Kyunglim Shin (Korea University)

1. Introduction

Openness to trade has been proved as a key priority in the economic success of
developing countries. With lowering direct trade barriers, reducing behind-the-border
impediments becomes more important to integrate them into the global market. In 2005, the
Aid for Trade (AfT) initiative was launched to support developing countries in enhancing
market access and facilitating trade in the WTO’s Hong Kong Ministerial Conference. Since
then, the disbursement of AfT has considerably increased to USD 43 billion in 2017 from USD
19 billion in 2005 and currently accounted for about 23 percent of total sector allocable Official
Development Assistance (ODA)."

The distribution of Aid for Trade has been largely concentrated in Asia and Africa.
ASEAN countries excluding Singapore and Brunei have reaped large benefits from the AfT,
and particularly Vietnam, Indonesia and Myanmar have been of major recipients for years.”
The flows of Aid for Trade to Southeast Asia excluding Singapore and Brunei have gradually
increased to USD 4.7 billion in 2017 and, compared with the year 2002, it spiked more than
four times in real term (Figure 1). Also, there have been diverse aid programs for trade
facilitation in the region which include Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Program,
Multilateral Trade Assistance Project in Vietnam and Improved Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Handling in Greater Mekong Subregion Trade Project.* Such activities have contributed to
lessening the development gap within the ASEAN member countries and boosted the regional
production network, thus further connecting the region to the global value chain. Even though
Southeast Asian countries belong to the major recipient region and their economic
performances have been outstanding, the relation between AfT and its economic growth has

remained controversial and not been sufficiently explored. In the context, this paper aims to

' OECD Creditor Reporting System database (Accessed May 15, 2019).

2 Ibid.

3 GMS Program is one of ADB’s flagship initiatives started in 1992 to integrate marginalized economies such
as Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam into regional and international markets, focusing on financing
and providing technical support to sub-regional projects including transport and trade. ADB (2009). pp. 8-9;
OECD (2013), p.40; OECD (2014b), p.9.
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evaluate the impacts of AfT on trade facilitation focusing on Southeast Asia.

Figure 1. Aid for Trade Disbursements in ASEANS*
(Unit: Constant 2017 USD million, percent)
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Source: OECD Creditor Reporting System Database (Accessed May 15, 2019).
Note: The numbers in the parentheses are values of aid for trade-related adjustments.

II. Literature Review

With the growing interest in Aid for Trade and its effectiveness on the trade
performance of developing countries, there have been various empirical studies to examine the
relation between AfT, trade facilitation, and development from different dimensions. First, for
the impacts on trade flows, Helble et al. (2012) analyzed the link between the specific types of
aid for trade and trade flows with the gravity model. The findings manifest that aid for directed
toward trade facilitation has a small but significant effect on the trade and a one percent increase
in aid for trade facilitation (of about USD 220 million in 2008) could yield about USD 290
million of additional exports from the aid receiving countries. Using a panel covering 132
countries over the period 2002-2008, Ferro et al. (2011) investigated the effects of the aid to
five different service sectors (transport, communications, energy, banking/financial services
and business services) on downstream manufacturing exports. Their analysis indicates a

positive impact of aid to services, in general, on manufacturing exports of developing countries

* ASEANS includes Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippine, Thailand, and Vietnam
(excluding Brunei Darussalam and Singapore from ASEAN). This study covers the eight Southeast Asian
countries since there is no AfT data available in Singapore and Brunei.
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across regions and income-level groups and finds aid to transportation and energy sectors are
the most effective to increase exports of recipient countries.

Regarding the impacts on trade costs, Busse et al. (2010) scrutinized the effects of AfT
on the time and cost of trading using fixed-effects panel data estimation with a sample of 99
countries. It concluded with a negative leverage effect of the aid for trade policy and regulation
and trade facilitation on the costs of trading, emphasizing the importance of targeted AfT. With
a sample of 130 countries over the period 2005-2009, Cali and te Velde (2011) reaffirmed the
analysis by Busse et al. (2010) that aid for trade facilitation has improved export performance,
reducing the costs of trading. In addition, this research estimated the different effects of AfT
on Sub-Saharan Africa with the highest costs of trading and presented that aid for trade policy
and regulation appeared about 60 percent higher cost-reducing impact in SSA than other
developing countries.

Although there is abundant empirical literature on the AfT impact assessment, the
majority of studies have taken an aggregate or sectoral approach generally by income group
rather than by region. OECD and WTO have jointly developed a monitoring framework and
issued a Global Review every two years, titled Aid for Trade at a Glance, including an analysis
by region but their evaluation is based on a broader regional category: Africa, America, Asia,
Europe, and Oceania. While there are several analyses on aggregated impacts of AfT in Africa
and Asia, the main recipients, the Southeast Asian region as a specific group has been rarely
explored despite its robust growth in AfT disbursements and trade performance. Meanwhile,
OECD published Regional Perspectives on Aid for Trade and conducted a case study on
Southeast Asia. However, it primarily focused on project-based analysis as Regional Aid for
Trade without empirical studies.” Therefore, in that ASEAN has shown a competitive and
dynamic trade environment with the wide gap among member countries and a substantial
increase in AfT disbursements, the empirical analysis on the AfT effectiveness of Southeast
Asia will help define the correlation between AfT and trade in the region. Furthermore, as this
study examines the effects of specific types of AfT as well as total trade-related aid on the costs
of trading, it can contribute to more effective implementation of Aid for Trade in Southeast

Asia.

5 OECD (2014a).
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III. Empirical Methods

Considering the negative correlation between costs of trading and exports analyzed by
Limao and Venables (2001), this study attempts to find out the impacts of Aid for Trade on the
costs of trading as a proxy for trade facilitation over the period 2002-2016. With a fixed effects
model to control for unobservable country heterogeneity, the following equation was

formulated:

In(Costiy ) = Po+ Piln (AfTie-1) + B2In(GDP_pcir—y) +
Bsin(Trade;,_,) + Baln(Corry_y) +
Bsin(Docu;_1)+ Yeary + &

where the dependent variable Cost;; measures the fees associated with the process of
exporting and importing the goods of country 7/ in period 7. Main independent variable
AfTi—1is composed of total AfT disbursements and its three sub-categories, economic
infrastructure, productive capacity. and trade policy and regulation. 7rade indicates the (real)
value of merchandise exports and imports. As there is a significant relation between aid and
good governance founded by Burnside and Dollar (2000) and Easterly (2003), Corr is
controlled proxied by the World Bank Good Governance measure on the control of corruption.
Docu;,_4 is the number of documents required by customs and other agencies per export and
import shipment. All the control variables are in “log” form and lagged by one year in
consideration of the mediating time between the inflow of AfT in recipient countries and the
time when its effects take place. Year; is a full set of time dummies which is supposed to

capture period specific effects and changes in the time. &; stands for the error term.

IV. Results and Implications

The empirical results indicate that AfT has a negative impact on the trading costs and
especially aid directed toward trade infrastructure displays a significant impact on bringing
down the costs in Southeast Asia. Therefore, effective allocation and implementation of AfT is
to be more emphasized concerning differentiated effectiveness of AfT channels and

heterogeneous characteristics of Southeast Asian countries.
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