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<Abstract>

The World Order of Vietnamese Empire during
the First Half of the 19th Century

Choi Byung-Wook
(Inha University)

This study examines the nature of the world order or the international
relations of the 19th century Vietnam.

Those who are familiar with the Chinese world order based on the
tributary system, have applied the quasi-Chinese world order concept to
Vietnam by the terms of 'smaller dragon,' 'little China,' and 'Chinese
model.' According to this way of understanding, Vietnamese empire was
the imitation or the small sized version of the Chinese empire. Examples
are to label Vietnamese emperor as the "Southeast Asian version of the
Chinese emperor" or "an absolute photocopy of the Chinese world order."

But the author of this article raises questions to this framework of the
Chinese Model, and looks for the Vietnamese own world order based on
the Southeast Asian tradition.

Two issues are discussed in this study. First is the Vietnamese
relationships with Southeast Asia. According to author, the first concern
of Vietnam in relation to diplomatic relations was to the Mainland

Southeast Asian countries. To clarify the contacts with Southeast Asia



286 FEoMAolAT 219 1%

and Western powers, Vietnamese relationships with the regions of Island
Southeast Asian countries were also examined. Second issue is to see the
ways how Vietnam maintained its own world order in the course of wars
and diplomacy with China.

Author argues that the world order of the 19th century Vietnam was
closer to the traditional world order of mandala in the Southeast Asia than
to the quasi Chinese world order. The relationships among the countries
were rather equal than hierarchical. Vietnam regarded the countries of
Southeast Asia especially Thailand and Burma as the equal countries.
China was one of the equal countries to the eyes of Vietnamese leaders
and Vietnam did not have enough room to embody the quasi Chinese
world order though the Vietnamese rulers used the titles of emperor,
which was the Vietnamese version of Southeast Asian 'king.'

In conclusion, the world order of Vietnam is summarized into the two
facets of ldn giao(diplomatic relations with neighbors) and bang
giao(diplomatic relations between two countries i.e. Vietnam and China).
Lan giao was to the countries of Southeast Asia while the bang giao was
the term and concept for the diplomatic relationship with China. These
two relationships composed Vietnamese foreign relationship, ngoai giao.
Author claims that these two relations were based on the spirit of equality

that emerged from the beginning of the 19th century.

Key words: Chinese world order, Vietnamese world order, Vietnamese
empire, 19th century Vietnam, mandala, ldn giao, bang

giao



