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Abstract

Changes in Indonesian Rural Society:
A Comparison Before and After the Economic
and Political Crisis

Kim Hyung-Jun
(Department of Cultural Anthropology, Kangwon National University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine changes in a rural
Javanese village having undergone rapid economic and political
transformations. A field research was carried out in a Javanese
village which had been investigated previously between 1992 and
1994. Population movements and shifts in occupational structure,
structure of land tenure and political activities were examined with
the focus on changes during the last decade.

The study shows that villagers of different economic class have
chosen different strategies to cope with shortages in working
opportunities, so that those of higher class have lengthened their
period of dependency on parents, while those of lower class have
chosen to migrate to find out outside working chances. The economic
crisis has strengthened a trend to give priority to economic stability.
A trend, especially among the youth, to sacrifice the present for the
future is also visible. Rather than satisfying urgent economic needs of
the present, some have opted to invest for the future by giving their

children chances of higher education or by working in a sector with
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lower remuneration but with better prospect. The economic crisis has
reminded villagers of the value of land, resulting in a decrease in land
transactions. Although soaring land price has made agricultural profit
less than before, socio—cultural values and experiences of economic
crisis have urged them to retain their land, which is viewed to be the
last resort for survival.

This study may help to explain how macro-level economic changes
have impacted on everyday life of ordinary villagers and what have
been adaptive mechanisms chosen under the crisis. Given that not
many researches have been done to re-study developments in a
certain place in two different periods, this study may provide
comparative data to understand agrarian transformations and inner

dynamics of rural villages in Indonesia.

Key words : kenduri, land transaction, muslim, economic crisis



