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<Abstract>

The Transnational Life and Cultural Politics of
Korean Chinese Factory Managers in Vietnam

CHAE Su—Hong
(Seoul National University)

This essay describes ethnographically why Korean Chinese
migrated into Vietnam and how they manage their lives there. This
ethnographic study explores how their transnational lives are
grounded on the political economic conditions and simultaneously
interpreted and practiced by cultural politics.

For the purpose, this study describes the following four parts. First,
this ethnography traces the historical moving routes of Korean
Chinese factory managers from their home to Vietnam. Second, it
attempts to explain their working conditions and labor processes to
understand the motives and processes of reproducing their everyday
lives from the base. Third, with the same purpose, |1 would like to
show the ways that they maintain various relations with Vietnamese,
Korean Chinese, and Koreans outside the factories. Lastly, this
ethnography examines the social and cultural contexts in which they
express their ethnic, national, and class identities and how they
engage in cultural politics with Koreans and Vietnamese in the
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factories.

As a result, from the perspective based on the concept of ‘new
international division of labor’, this essay attempts to uncover the fact
that the Korean Chinese factory managers take advantage of
globalization processes on the one hand and simultaneously they are
stuck in the very processes on the other. This can be understood as
a typical fate of transnational life of working class in the capitalist
world system. In other words, their lives can be a result of rational
strategy and choice of Korean Chinese under the given political
economic conditions.

In addition, this ethnography demonstrates that the transnational
cultural politics that Korean Chinese factory managers with their
identities ‘in-between’ practice especially in the working place
significantly contributes to the reproduction of their lives.

Key Words: Korean Chinese, Factory Managers, Vietnam, Cultural
Politics, Trans-Nationalism



