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2. ME0| QX9 Bl 7
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mro) & Eqlslo} Btk Wk ohe} Aul Ak YTk vl 22k
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So] ggoll 274 7] A1 FHY o) 194)7] Tt FHAG3E A7 =
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Abstract

Meaning System of Thai Handicraft
in the Public Discourse

Kim, Yi Seon

(Senior Researcher, Korean Women’s Development Institute)

The goods are not only the material objects, but also the vehicles carrying
cultural meanings between people. This article explores the cultural
meanings which the handicrafts have conveyed in Thai society.

In Thailand, many kinds of handicrafts have been produced, and
correspondingly various meanings are given to them. In particular, at the
historic moments, the handicrafts have often been the matters of public
concern and major groups including the royalty, academia, bureaucracy and
NGOs have endowed some kinds of handicrafts with the economic, political
or historical meanings. This article examines the cultural meanings of Thai
handicrafts in the public discourse arena in the 1970s and investigates the
way in which the handicrafts with the distinctive meanings have been
categorized, and finally how they have formed a whole system.

Among a number of Thai handicrafts, the royal regalia and the Buddhist
symbols are the most keen interest, which are valued as the “cultural
heritage” representing the glorious history of Thai nation. On the other hand,
the handicrafts traded at the markets are defined as the “handicraft-commodity”

and valued as the economic means not only for the living of poor people but



Eto] a30IE2 doi[A 77

also for the national development. In addition, as the “common people” at
rural area became the public concern in the 1970s, their simplistic “folk
craft” started to get a value as a symbol of “native wisdom” rooting in the
authentic Thai tradition.

This categorization of handicrafts seems to be based on their own
characteristics. The goods, however, are categorized by comparison;
especially, the extent to which the cultural rules are applied to the
production and exchange of goods is the main element of comparing and
categorizing the goods. Some goods which are regarded to be produced and
exchanged only in a certain context, are categorized as a typical
non-commodity having important cultural meanings. On the other hand,
others unbound with a certain context are characterized as an economic
means.

Among the Thai handicrafts, the cultural heritage has the characteristics of
a typical non-commodity endowed with deep meanings. On the other hand,
the handicraft-commodity can be placed as a commodity free from
non-economic limitation in its production and exchange. And, between the
two, the “folk craft” of rural community exists as a Janus having both

characteristics.

Key Words: Thai handicraft, meaning system, cultural heritage,
folk craft, handicraft-commodity, commodity(hood),

non-commodity(hood).



