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<Abstract>

Malaysia 2017:
The Rise of Political Islam

KIM Hyung Jong
(Yonsei University)

HONG Seok Joon
(Mokpo National University)

The 14" general election which should be held by August 2018
has been a dominant factor for Malaysian politics, economy, social
changes and foreign policy in 2017. UMNO, the dominant party within
the ruling governmental coalition, has focused on securing Malay
support, voters which made them to sought political cooperation with
PAS, Malaysia's Islamist opposition party. A consequent event
followed by the strategic ties between the two parties is the rise of
political Islam in Malaysia though PAS’ ’lslamization' or
'desecularization' has never been adopted by UMNO. The rise of
political Islam and Malay support have become the most important
factor for the next election, which increasingly enhanced the role of
3R of Malaysia politics; Race, Religion, and Royalty. The Pakatan
Harapan (PH), the newly formed opposition coalition without PAS,
has elected Mahathir Mohamad, the former Prime Minister, as its

candidate for prime minister. Malaysian economy and foreign policy
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seem to be subordinated to politics. Stabilizing ringgit and restoring
economic growth enabled the Najib’s government to reveal ‘election
budget’ for 2018. Najib has spoken out Islam-related international
issues including the Rohingya crisis and Jerusalem issue. It is to some
extent the extension of domestic politics. The rise of political Islam
will be a highly influential not only in the coming election but in
the political and social development in the aftermath of the election.

Key Words: Malaysia, Najib Razak, Mahathir Mohamad, Pakatan
Harapan(RH), Islam, political Islam



