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Abstract

Readings the Thai Novel “Reuangkhong Jan Dara”
: Karma between leading characters

Kim Youngaih
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

This story written by Utsana Phleungtham as his first Novel was an
unpleasant fiction to the people of the high society who pretended to be
gentlemen and ladies, which was one reason to have made the thai society
very excited in the mid- 1960.

Characters of this story, Dara, Waad, Khunluang, Bunreuang, Kaewoo,
and Jan are all vivid and realistic. However, all of them are sacrifice sheep
and victims of Karma, and they are just cross sections of life.

The writer of this story is so respectable for his courage in the point that he
could reveal the sexual culture, especially sexual life of the thai high class in
his story. But sexual desire as a primary and instinctive desire of human
drove every character to take different Karma each other and to mix all
values such as happiness, unhappiness, goodness, and wickedness.

Karma of Khunluang, for example, influenced all other characters and it’s
the same logic with Jan’s. The writer implies that everyone in that big house
has the Karma of each other regardless of the factor whether the family is
formed from blood relations or just formed by chance. Life itself means their

deep relations of Karma which is from their former lives or this life. All
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people make relations with their contemporaries by this karma called in
Buddhism. Who is the “cutter” of this Karma?

Since Jan was young, he has felt obscurely that Khunluang was not his real
father, and has hated and rejected him for his all kinds of behaviors since his
twenties. But he suddenly realized in the twilight of his life that his life was
really same as his. Finally Jan decided to accept a good old woman
Bunreuang, lesbian Kaewoo, a mentally handicapped big boy Pri as a result
of his Karma, and to take care of them with humanity and tranquility. It
means that he tolerated the karma of his family. It’s because he came to
realize that acceptance of karma is the way to solve it, that sexuality is not an
entertainment or enjoyment but the responsible behavior, that his agony and
pain for sexual desire are harmful and poisonous to others. Not to meet
Khunluang in the hell and to be twins again------ .

Writer tells us that life can be much better like this story although it starts
with a bad condition. Especially the ultimate of agony, that is, Jan’s life as a
male sex was completely happy, because his life started with existence of
“nothing” became the existence of ‘complete’ Jan Dara. His life as a human
could be said successful because he enjoyed everything in his life. It couldn’t

be better. Nevertheless he shouted to himself, “Life is full of sufferings”

Key Words : Jan Dara, The story of Jan Dara, Utsana Phleungtham,

Pramoon Unahathoop, kamma, karma.



