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bureaucratically fom떠ised and regulated —yet fails to fully meet 

social demands —the more informal mechanisms emerge outside the 

system. In this case, what was framed as an effort to establish order 

instead generated greater disorder. 

For decades, a regulatory system governed street vending, yet the 

state now strategically denies this reality. This erasure occurs through 

two mechanisms. First, the Thai government portrays vending 

regulations as if they previously existed in a vacuum, justifying their 

removal. Second, new bureaucratic procedures force vendors to 

depend on government approval for legitimacy. The long-standing 

system was dismantled and replaced with categories such as 

Jud-phonphan and Jud-phonphon, creating uncertainty and anxiety 

among vendors concerned about exclusion. 

These registration, enforcement, and eviction processes have 

unfolded unevenly across districts. Even highly experienced vendors, 

apprehensive of losing the opportunity to register legally, felt 

compelled to apply for certain government procedures under new 

systems. Ironically, the government then used their participation as 

evidence that vendors endorsed these policies, despite the coercive 

conditions forcing them to comply (one of the leaders of the Street 

Vendor Association, female, Interview notes, 7 August 2018). 

Ultimately, rather than creating order, these measures deepened 

instability, increased disorder, and exacerbated inequalities. By 

dismantling informal structures without sustainable alternatives, the 

state not only disrupted livelihoods but also reinforced its authority 

by dictating who belongs in the urban economy and under what 

conditions. 





















https://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/advanced/2881918/new-rules-issued-for-bangkok-street-vendors


http://www.smh.com.au/national/heart-of-the-slums-20131215-2zfwe.html


https://www.prachachat.net/general/news-198166


https://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2018/07/30/feeling-spurned-khaosan-sellers-to-march-on-city-hall
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2018/07/31/khaosan-vendors-to-defy-city-halls-new-rules
https://www.sanook.com/news/7403442/


https://wworkspace.com/2017/10/10/showdc-facade-design-by-foundry-of-space-fos/
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