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<Abstract>

Cambodia in 2023:
Power Succession through Elections

Yeonsik JEONG
(Changwon National University)

The Cambodian People's Party secured a decisive triumph in the 2023
general election, amassing an unprecedented vote share. Based on this
electoral success, the incumbent party implemented its power succession
plan, elevating Hun Manet to the helm of the new government. Several
ministers also inherited their roles from their family power figures.
Despite sluggish performance observed in major sectors attributable to
the global economic downturn, economic growth was sustained notably
by the growth in other manufacturing sectors. This economic stability
played a pivotal role in fortifying the electoral victory of the People's
Party. Cambodia’s China-centered foreign policy persisted, while the
United States and the European Union transitioned towards a more
collaborative relationship, thereby alleviating diplomatic pressures on
Cambodia. The timely support and collaborative efforts of ASEAN
member states also contributed to the justification of the dynastic

authoritarian regime.

Key Words: Cambodia, 2023 general election, Cambodian People’s

Party, power succession, Hun Sen, Hun Manet








