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<Abstract>

Cambodia 2018:

Power Monopolized

JEONG Yeonsik
(Changwon National University)

The Cambodian elections in 2018, deprived of competition, led to
the unprecedented monopoly of the parliament, both the Senate and
the House of Representatives, by the ruling Cambodian People’s
Party. The dissolved Cambodian National Rescue Party encouraged
its supporters not to vote, attempting to nullify the elections. Yet a
high turnout failed the boycott strategy and endowed legitimacy to
the ruling party. While the newly instated government woos more
support with strengthened social security polices, the Rescue Party
members scramble to avoid further emasculation. The EU and the US
began the procedures for economic sanctions aiming to press the
Cambodian government to restore the democratic procedures, as
China stands in the way alleging to protect its Cambodian allies. The
Cambodian economy recorded another robust growth in 2018. But it
faces new challenges coming that could bring about a devastating
impact when the sanctions are put into effect.

Key Words: Cambodia, Elections, Cambodian People’s Party, Electoral
Authoritarianism






