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<Abstract>

The Koreans Living in Thailand and
Transnationalism

KIM Hongkoo
(Busan University of Foreign Studies)

This article is an analysis of the characteristics of Koreans living in
Thailand in relation to transnationalism. The main content of this research
is the development process of the Korean community, migration
motivations of Koreans living in Thailand, daily life and transnational
identity.

Many studies of transnational migration argue that for economic
reasons, migrants migrate to a better developed country. But since the
mid-1980s, the Korean community in Thailand has gradually changed to
a “sojourn-oriented immigrant society” and the number of Koreans has
increased significantly, not simply for economic reasons . The reason is
due to the investment rush of Korean companies, the increase of tourism
by the liberalization of tourism, and the full-scale regional cooperation in
the region following the East Asian economic crisis of the 1990s.

Koreans living in Thailand, who have mostly immigrated since the
2000s, are undergoing a type of integration that embraces new traditions
and cultures of the country while maintaining the cultural identity of their
motherland in the process of adapting themselves to local society.
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In general, Koreans living in Thailand live a double life, maintaining
two residences in both countries and a close relationship with his
motherland. Social Networking Service has been shown to greatly
promote the linkage and simultaneity with the mother country.

A transnational immigrant who lives a double life forms a multiple,
variable, and hybrid identity, not a single identity that is fixed to a nation.
The second generation of the earlier immigrants married to a Thai woman
or households that Thai and Korean married are relatively
well-assimilated in the local community. In comparison, the second
generation of people who have immigrated since the 2000s have attended
international schools and received English-oriented education, and the
degree of localization is weak and their identity as a Korean is also
weakened.

In relation to language and cultural identity and cultural adaptation, the
degree of linguistic competence in the country of residence is directly
related to the level of acceptance and understanding of the country 's
culture. Many Koreans living in Thailand are trapped in the border of
Korean immigrant society with language barriers. So they tend to be
difficult to assimilate into Thai society.

Key Words: Koreans living in Thailand, migration motivation, lifestyle
and national identity, transnational identity, child education,
language






