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<Abstract>

Roles of the Tra Vinh Khmer Soldiers in the
Formation of the Nguyén Dynasty: Spearheads
in the Civil War, Advance Guards in the

International Conflicts

CHOI Byung Wook
(Inha University)

The goal of this study is to examine the contribution of the Mekong
delta Khmer to the formation the Nguyén dynasty. Among the Khmer
communities around the delta, the Tra Vinh Khmer is the case for
this study. In the time of the unification of Vietnam, and of the
expansion of the Vietnamese influence on Cambodia, the Tra Vinh
Khmer soldiers actively conducted the roles of the front forces.

Author starts his discussion with the work of clarifying the name
of Tra Vinh and its location. With its own name of Srok Preah
Trapheang (or Prac Trapang), Tra Vinh Khmer population had
maintained its autonomy until the end of the 18th century when the
Vietnamese court began to claim its sovereignty over this region. The
original name 'Preah Trapheang' means 'Pond Buddha' or 'Holy Pond.'

It represents Tra Vinh's strong heritage of the Khmer Buddhism.
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Nguyén Phic Anh succeeded in securing the support from the Tra
Vinh Khmer to fight the Tay Son. Khmer soldiers were recruited into
the military unit called Xiém Binh Pdn or the military unit of the
Siam soldiers. The leader of this military unit was Nguyén Vin Ton,
a Khmer man who had accompanied Nguyén Phuc Anh to Bangkok
in 1784, and 1785. In 1787 when Nguyén Phiic Anh came back from
Bangkok to Mekong delta, he ordered Nguyén Vian Ton to organize
the Tra Vinh Khmer into a military unit, the Xiém Binh Dén.

Second chapter deals with the activities of the Khmer soldiers
during the time of the civil war between the Gia Pinh and the Tay
Son. The role of the Khmer soldiers was splendid. They marched to
the north as a member of the Gia DPinh army. They were posted to
the front line and their military achievement was always satisfactory
to Nguyén Phiic Anh. Author discovered the Tra Vinh soldiers were
in the middle of the most famous and critical battlefield at Binh DPinh.
They were fighting under the command of the general Vo Tanh in
the Binh Pinh military post when it was sieged by the Tay Son army
for two years. After the Binh Dinh battle, the Khmer soldiers marched
to Hué. Author deliberately suggests a possibility that the Khmer
soldiers should have stepped on the land of Thiang Long with Nguyén
army, though evidence has not been found.

The activities of the Tra Vinh soldiers in related to the controlling
of Cambodian Tra Vinh and Cambodia proper are discussed in the
third chapter. As soon as the civil war ended, the Xiém Binh Don
soldiers stationed in the Tra On to rule the Tra Vinh area. In addition
they were used as the main forces whenever the Nguyén army crossed

the border to enter to the territory of Cambodia. The realm of the
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Tra Vinh soldiers' military operation covered Udong, Lovek, and
Phnom Penh, the capitals of Cambodia. The mission to guard the
Cambodian king, Ang Chan, was given to them for a while. When
the Chau DPdc post in the border area was built in order to control
Cambodia, these Khmer soldiers became the main body of this

military base.

Key words: Tra Vinh, Xiém Binh Ddn, Nguyén Phtc Anh, Nguyén Vin
Tén, Gia Pinh, Cambodia, Khmer
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