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<Abstract>

The Disputes of South China Sea and Vietnam’s
Strategy

KIM Suk Soo
(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

This article is to analyze a Vietnam‘s strategy in the disputes of
South China Sea. In managing its maritime disputes with China,
Vietnam has employed hedging strategy whose components include
economic engagement, diplomatic engagement, internal balancing,
and external balancing. Although it is a rational choice for Vietnam
based on its situation, hedging cannot be free from limitations Close
economic ties with China are leverage for Vietnam to develop its
economy.

However, deeper dependence on Chinese economy will have
negative impact on national security because it weakens Vietnam’s
bargain power in the South China Sea disputes. Beijing does not
hesitate to use its economic power to influence international disputes.
Take the cases of if the something happens that worsens the relations
between Beijing and Hanoi, especially in the South China Sea
disputes, China may apply economic sanctions against Vietnam. This

action will have small impact on Chinese economy but will cause
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significant damages for Vietnam. By having an upper hand in bilateral
relations, China maydrive the disputes in the way favors itself.

Diplomatic engagement with China has brought positive results in
enhancing national and regional security without spending much
substantial resources. It provides valuable avenues for both countries
to discuss about their concerns relating international disputes and to
better manage bilateral issues. Nevertheless, the effectiveness of
diplomatic engagement depends largely on the uncertain development
in the South China Sea.

If the clashes between China and Vietnam occur, most of
communicational channels will be interrupted. This will destroy all
the efforts made by the two nations in managing and resolving the
disputes. Furthermore, the meetings and dialogues do not provide
enough solid proofs in assuring Vietnam’s security. The agreements
signed by the two countries aimed to enhance their cooperation as
strategic partners. However, they do not address what China and
Vietnam have to do or cannot do in order to maintain regional

security.
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