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<Abstract>

Southeast Asia 2018:
Land of Change, Sea of Chaos

YOON Jinpyo
(Sungshin Women’s University)

The characteristics of Southeast Asia in 2018 can be described under
the subtitle ‘Land of Change, Sea of Chaos.” In terms of change and
continuity, Southeast Asia showed some changes in its political
leadership and elections in 2018. Singapore, the head of ASEAN, hosted
the North Korea- U.S. summit in 2018, and selected a fourth-generation
political leadership. Vietnam has been observed as the traditional
Communist Party's collective leadership system has changed to the
national presidency of the General Secretary. Through the 2018 general
election, the regime was replaced 60 years after its independence in
Malaysia. The landslide victory of the opposition alliance witnessed the
collapse of the traditional power and the restoration of democracy.
Cambodia was a case in which elections were used as a means of
extending power. The election was used for the continuation of the Hun
Sen regime and the appearance of electoral authoritarianism was
confirmed. In Thailand, a four-year-old election plan to transform
military rule into civilian rule has been finalized.

Chaos situation has become even bigger in the waters of Southeast Asia
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in 2018. In the South China Sea, China and the U.S. have caused several
incidents that could lead to military conflicts, and the level of slander has
been even higher. Japan's navy also appeared in the South China Sea.
Negotiations to adopt the code of conduct between China and Southeast
Asian countries have also not made much progress. A catastrophic
earthquake, tsunami and typhoon swept the waters of Southeast Asia in
2018. The damage inflicted by Indonesia and the Philippines was greater
than in any other year. In some ways, it was a disaster that showed the
limits of the nation's capabilities, including the problems of the two

countries' response systems.

Key Words: Southeast Asia, Election, South China Sea, Earthquake,
Typhoon, Singapore, Malaysia, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia






