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<Abstract>

The Immigration process, Gender,

and Children Education

: A Case study of Korean-Vietnamese Families in Vietnam

Jee—Hye Jang
(Ph.D. Candidate, Chonbuk National University)

This study has focused on Korean-Vietnamese families who returned
and migrated from Korea to Vietnam. The objective of this study is to
explain political-economic and socio-cultural conditions faced by
Korean-Vietnamese families of return migration and also to understand
strategic behaviors and practice they implemented under aforementioned
circumstances.

After 'return-migration' husbands and wives tend to go through
conflict, recognition, and negotiation in terms of economic financial
initiatives and cultural difference. Korean husbands tend to represent
patriarchal property requiring 'typical Korean' lifestyle and way of
thinking after the 'return-migration’ to Vietnam. Even if they forgo the
economic power to their wives, they have an attitude of pursuing Korean
culture in their overall lives. In addition, they make an attempt to
understand Vietnam culture depending on the context but not completely

accept cultural relativity and uniqueness based on ethnocentrism.
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Parents in the Korean-Vietnamese families wish their children to have
'Korean' identity but also pursue 'global' perspective when considering
the potential of development of their children in the future. In terms of
making an effort to make their children pursue 'global' perspective and
talent, they tend to find it difficult due to socio-economic conditions. In
Korean society in Vietnam, they see social discrimination just like they
did in Korea. In local society of Vietnam, 'foreigners' without 'money’ are
not properly treated. 'Return migration' that was once regarded as a ray of
light of wish in the past starts witnessing how expectation slips away from
reality.

Husbands and wives in Korean-Vietnamese families of 'return
migration' adopt strategic choice to overcome negative reality both in
Korean and Vietnam society. However, they tend to suffer from difficulty

in socio-economic conditions and cultural stereotype.

Keywords: Return Migration, Vietnam, Multi-cultural family,

Immigration process, Gender, Children Education



